INDIA SRI LANKA RELATIONS
1. Sri Lanka is one of the neighbouring countries of India.
2. Both the nations are entangled in a relationship which can be called 2500 years
old.
3. India Sri Lanka have shown advancement of cooperation in developmental
assistance projects for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) which has further
cemented the friendship bond between India Sri Lanka.
Background of India Sri Lanka Relations
1. India has ancient links with Sri Lanka since the rule of Emperor Ashoka.
2. The relationship between the two countries has built upon a legacy of:
➢ Intellectual Intercourse
➢ Cultural Intercourse
➢ Religious Intercourse and
➢ Linguistic Intercourse.
1. Relations between the two countries have also matured and diversified with the
passage of time, encompassing all areas of contemporary relevance.
2. The shared cultural and social heritage of the two countries and the extensive
people to people interaction of their citizens provide the foundation to build a
multi-faceted partnership.
In recent years, the relationship has been marked by the following:
• Close contacts at the highest political level
• Growing trade and investment
• Cooperation in the fields of:
• Development
• Education
• Culture and
• Defence, as well as
• Broad understanding on major issues of international interest.
Conflicts in India Sri Lanka Relations
Despite cordial relations in the past, contemporary relations have been plagued by
many incidents that have strained the cordial relations between the two nations.
The main factors which have contributed to the strained relations between
the two countries are:
Areas of Conflicts between India Sri Lanka
The Fisherman Issue
Intervention of India in the Sri Lankan Civil War
Indo-Sri Lankan Accord
India Sri Lanka Issue – The Fishermen Issue
1. Arrest of Indian fishermen on the Sri Lankan side of the International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) in the Palk Straits and the Gulf of Mannar by Sri Lankan
authorities has been a long-standing problem with the
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2. Srilankan Navy firing on Indian fishing vessels.
3. The catch on the Sri Lankan side is better both in terms of quality (high-value
prawns) and quantity.
4. The issue started because of Indian fishermen having used mechanised trawlers,
which deprived the Sri Lankan fishermen (including Tamils) of their catch and
damaged their fishing boats.
5. The Sri Lankan government wants India to ban use of mechanized trawlers in the
Palk Strait region, and negotiations on this subject are undergoing. So far, no
concrete agreement has been reached since India favours regulating these
trawlers instead of banning them altogether.
India Sri Lanka Issue – Indian intervention in the Sri-Lankan civil War
1. In the 1970’s-1980’s, Sri-Lanka was plunged into a civil war with Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, a separatist insurgent force, on one side and the Sri-Lankan Government
on the other.
2. It was also believed that certain elements in the Research and Analysis Wing
(R&AW), one of India’s many Central and Investigative Agencies, and private
politicians were funding these insurgents.
3. In 1987, faced with growing anger amongst its own Tamils, and a flood of
refugees, India intervened directly in the conflict for the first time after the Sri
Lankan government attempted to regain control of the northern Jaffna region by
means of an economic blockade and military assaults, India supplied food and
medicine by air and sea.
4. After subsequent negotiations, India and Sri Lanka entered into an agreement.
5. The peace accord assigned a certain degree of regional autonomy in the Tamil
areas with Eelam People’s Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF) controlling the
regional council and called for the Tamil militant groups to lay down their arms.
6. Further India was to send a peacekeeping force, named the IPKF to Sri Lanka to
enforce the disarmament and to watch over the regional council.
7. According to experts well-versed in Indian foreign policy, Indian intervention in Sri
Lankan civil war was inevitable as that civil war threatened India’s “unity, national
interest and territorial integrity”.
This threat came in two ways:
1. On the one hand external powers could take advantage of the situation to establish
their base in Sri Lanka thus posing a threat to India, on the other the LTTE’s
dream of a sovereign Tamil Eelam comprising of all the Tamil inhibited areas,
including that of mainland India, posed a threat to India’s territorial integrity.
2. The result was that the LTTE now found itself engaged in military conflict with the
Indian Army.
3. The conflict between the LTTE and the Indian Army left over 1,000 Indian soldier’s
dead.
4. The Indo-Sri Lankan Accord, which had been unpopular amongst SriLankans for
giving India a major influence, now became a source of nationalist anger and
resentment as the IPKF was drawn fully into the conflict.
5. SriLankans protested the presence of the IPKF, and the newly elected SriLankan
president Ranasinghe Premadasa demanded its withdrawal, which was completed
by March 1990.
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6. On May 21, 1991, Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated and the LTTE was alleged to be
the perpetrator. As a result, India declared the LTTE to be a terrorist outfit in
1992.
7. Bilateral relations improved in the 1990s and India supported the peace process
but has resisted calls to get involved again.
8. The conflict officially ended on 19th May 2009, with the President Mahinda
Rajapaksa delivering a victory address to the Sri Lankan Parliament stating that
“Sri Lanka is liberated from terrorism”.
9. The leader of LTTE, Velupillai Prabhakaran, was eliminated a day before on 18th
May 2009. The conflict had left 80,000-100,000 dead on both sides with about
800,000 being internally displaced.
India-Sri Lanka Commercial Relations
1. Sri Lanka has long been a priority destination for direct investment from India.
2. Sri Lanka is one of India’s largest trading partners in SAARC (South Asian
Association of Regional Cooperation).
3. Trade between the two countries grew particularly rapidly after the entry into force
of the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement in March 2000. According to Sri
Lankan Customs, bilateral trade in 2018 amounted to US $ 4.93 billion.
• Exports from India to Sri Lanka in 2018 were US$ 4.16billion, while exports
from Sri Lanka to India are US$ 767 million. The main items of exports from Sri
Lanka to India are: Base Oil, Poultry feeds, Areca nuts, (waste and scrap) paper
or paperboard, Pepper, Ignition Wiring Sets, Copper wire, Marble, travertine
and alabaster.
• Main items of Imports from India to Sri Lanka are: Gas oil/ Diesel, Motorcycles,
Pharmaceutical
Products, Portland cement, Semi-finished products of Iron, Military weapon,
Fuel oil, Rice, Cement clinkers, Kerosene Type jet Fuel.
• India is one of the largest investors in Sri Lanka with cumulative investments of
around USD 1.239 billion. The investments are in diverse areas including
petroleum retail, IT, financial services, real estate, telecommunication,
hospitality & tourism, banking and food processing (tea & fruit juices), copper
and other metal industries), tires, cement, glass manufacturing, and
infrastructure development (railway, power, water supply).
India Sri Lanka – Development Cooperation
1. Sri Lanka is among the major recipients of development assistance from the
Government of India.
2. India’s overall commitment stands close to US$ 3 billion, out of which around US$
560 million are purely in grants.
3. The Indian Housing Project, with an initial commitment to build 50,000 houses for
the war affected as well as the estate workers in the plantation areas, is
Government of India (GoI)’s flagship project of developmental assistance to Sri
Lanka.
4. With an overall commitment of over Indian rupees (INR) 1372 crore in grants, it is
one of the largest projects undertaken by GoI abroad.
5. At the moment, all the committed 46,000 houses in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces have been completed.
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India – Sri Lanka (Security Co-operation)
1. Sri Lankan military personnel are trained by India.
2. Joint Military training exercise between Indian Army and Sri Lankan Army was
conducted from December 1 to 14, 2019 at Foreign Training Node (FTN) in
Pune. This military training exercise between Indian Army and Sri Lankan Army
is known as ‘Mitra Shakti.’ ‘Mitra Shakti 2019’ was the 7th edition of the
Joint Military training between Indian and Sri Lankan Army.
3. The focus was on achieving the desired level of interoperability and cohesive
operational ability of the troops from both India and Sri Lanka through mutual
exchange of operational experience and best practices.
4. India has exported Military hardware to Sri Lanka.
5. 7th Bilateral Maritime Exercise between Indian Navy and Sri Lankan Navy was
held from 7th September 2019 to 12th September 2019. It was a 6 day joint
exercise conducted off the coast of Visakhapatnam. Indian Navy was
represented by ‘INS Khukri’ and Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel ‘INS Sumedha.’
The Sri Lankan Navy was represented by Advanced Offshore Patrol Vessel SLNS
Sindhurala and SLNS Suranimala. This regularly conducted Maritime Exercise
between Indian Navy and Sri Lankan Navy is known as ‘SLINEX.’
India-Sri Lanka Relations – Some of the Issues
1. Sri Lanka had handed over the strategic Hambantota Port to China on a 99year lease. Although Chinese took control of the port by projecting an image of
commercial operations, the security establishment in India was worried about
China using the Hambantota port for Military operations. Moreover, Chinese
Submarines have been spotted at Hambantota Port.
2. Joint venture for running the Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport with
India has not moved forward in desired direction. Mattala Airport is not far from
Hambantota port, which is operated by China.
3. Indian Public Sector Undertaking National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC)
was supposed to undertake the Sampur Thermal Power Station Project located
in Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. Due to environmental issues the project was
cancelled.

INDIA - SRI LANKA RELATIONS-MAINS
Background
▪ The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old.
▪ Both countries have a legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic
interaction.
▪ In recent years, the relationship has been marked by close contacts at all levels. Trade
and investment have grown and there is cooperation in the fields of infrastructure
development, education, culture and defence.
▪ In recent years, significant progress in implementation of developmental assistance
projects has further cemented the bonds of friendship between the two countries.
▪ The nearly three-decade long armed conflict between the Sri Lankan forces and the
LTTE came to an end in May 2009. During the course of the conflict, India supported
the right of the Sri Lankan Government to act against terrorist forces.
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India's consistent position has been in favour of a negotiated political settlement, which
is acceptable to all communities within the framework of a united Sri Lanka and is
consistent with democracy, pluralism and respect for human rights.
Geopolitical Significance of Sri Lanka
▪ Sri Lanka’s location in the Indian Ocean region as an island State has been of strategic
geopolitical relevance to several major powers.
▪ Some examples that highlight Western interests in Sri Lanka’s strategic location are the
British Defence and External Affairs Agreement of 1948, and the Maritime Agreement
with USSR of 1962.
▪ Even during the J.R Jayewardene (1978-1989) and Ranasinghe Premadasa (1989-1993)
tenures, Sri Lanka was chosen to build the Voice of America transmitting station
(suspected of being used for intelligence gathering purposes and electronic surveillance
of the Indian Ocean).
▪ It was the massive Chinese involvement during the Rajapaksa tenure that garnered the
deepest controversy in recent years.
▪ China is building state of the art gigantic modern ports all along the Indian Ocean to the
south of it, in Gwadar (Pakistan), Chittagong (Bangladesh, KyaukPhru (Myanmar) and
Hambantota (Sri Lanka).
▪ China’s string of pearl’s strategy is aimed at encircling India to establish dominance in
the Indian Ocean.
▪ Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China for Port city project and for
continuation of Chinese funded infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka.
▪ Although the Hambantota harbour is reportedly making losses, it too has potential for
development due to its strategic location.
▪ Sri Lanka has a list of highly strategic ports located among busiest sea lanes of
communication.
▪ Sri Lanka’s Colombo Port is the 25th busiest container port in the world and the natural
deep water harbor at Trincomalee is the fifth largest natural harbour in the world.
▪ Port city of Trincomalee was the main base for Eastern Fleet and British Royal Navy
during the Second World War.
▪ Sri Lanka’s location can thus serve both commercial and industrial purposes and be
used as a military base.
▪
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Political Relations
▪ As a country that emerged from a civil war facing human rights allegations; the
domestic politics and international relations of Sri Lanka are heavily geopolitical with
foreign powers having vested interests.
▪ Political relations between India and Sri Lanka have been marked by high-level
exchanges of visits at regular intervals.
▪ In February 2015, Sri Lanka’s newly elected President Maithripala Sirisena undertook
his first official visit to India, and Modi paid a return visit to Colombo in March 2015.
He was the first Indian prime minister to do a stand-alone visit to Sri Lanka in 28 years.
▪ In June 2019, the first overseas visit of Indian Prime Minister to Sri Lanka, in his second
term, is an important symbolic gesture reflective of the special relationship between the
countries.
▪ Sri Lanka is a member of regional groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) and SAARC in
which India plays a leading role.
▪ Recently, India has invited leaders of BIMSTEC member countries to attend the
swearing-in of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his council of ministers. This is in
line with the government’s focus on its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy.
▪ Sri Lanka has long been in India’s geopolitical orbit, but its relationship with China has
strengthened in recent years.
▪ Former President Rajapaksa took Sri Lanka closer to China and sidelining Indian
concerns including over the rehabilitation of Tamils displaced by the long-running Sri
Lankan civil war.
History of Civil War
▪ Sri Lanka has been mired in ethnic conflict since the country, formerly known as
Ceylon, became independent from British rule in 1948.
▪ A 2001 government census says Sri Lanka’s main ethnic populations are the Sinhalese
(82%), Tamil (9.4%), and Sri Lanka Moor (7.9%).
▪ In the years following independence, the Sinhalese, who resented British favoritism
toward Tamils during the colonial period, disenfranchised Tamil migrant plantation
workers from India and made Sinhala the official language.
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In 1972, the Sinhalese changed the country’s name from Ceylon to Sri Lanka and made
Buddhism the nation’s primary religion.
▪ As ethnic tension grew, in 1976, the LTTE was formed under the leadership of
Velupillai Prabhakaran, and it began to campaign for a Tamil homeland in northern and
eastern Sri Lanka, where most of the island’s Tamils reside.
▪ In 1983, the LTTE ambushed an army convoy, killing thirteen soldiers and triggering
riots in which 2,500 Tamils died.
▪ As Ethnic ties have bound southern India and Sri Lanka for more than two millennia.
India is a home to more than 60 million of the world’s 77 million Tamils, while about 4
million live in Sri Lanka.
▪ The Palk Strait, about 40 km (25 miles) wide at its narrowest point, separates the
southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu and northern Sri Lanka, traditionally the main
Tamil area of the Indian Ocean Island.
o When war between Sri Lankan Tamils and the Sinhalese majority erupted in 1983,
India took an active role.
o Indo-Sri Lankan Accord was signed in 1987 to provide a political solution to Sri
Lanka’s conflict.
o It proposed the establishment of provincial council system and devolution of power
for nine provinces in Sri Lanka (also known as The Thirteenth Amendment).
o India deployed Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka under Operation
Pawan to disarm the different militant group.
o IPKF was later withdrawn after three years amidst escalating violence.
o The violent conflict was ended in 2009 and at that point of India has agreed to
reconstruct the war-torn areas and started many rehabilitation programs.
o India voted against Sri Lanka in 2009, 2012 and 2013 at the US-sponsored UNHRC
resolution to investigate alleged human rights violations in Sri Lanka.
Commercial Relations
▪ Sri Lanka has long been a priority destination for direct investment from India.
▪ Sri Lanka is one of India’s largest trading partners among the SAARC countries. India
in turn is Sri Lanka’s largest trade partner globally.
▪ India’s exports to Sri Lanka amounted to $5.3 billion in 2015-17 whereas its imports
from the country were at $743 million.
▪ Trade between the two countries grew particularly rapidly after the India-Sri Lanka Free
Trade Agreement which came into force in March 2000.
▪ While Sri Lankan exports to India have increased substantially during the past several
years since 2000 when ISFTA came into force.
▪ However, there has been a high growth in India’s exports to Sri Lanka, resulting in a
widening of the balance of trade. This is largely because of the lack of export capacity
from Sri Lanka to service Indian requirement and also due to increase in imports from
India because of competitiveness of our exports.
▪

India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (ISFTA)
www.pragnyaias.com

7288081111

The main framework for bilateral trade has been provided by the India-Sri Lanka Free
Trade Agreement (ISFTA) that was signed in 1998 and entered into force in March
2000.
▪ The basic premise in signing the ISFTA was asymmetries between the two economies,
local socio-economic sensitivities, safeguard measures to protect domestic interests, and
revenue implications so as not to impact high revenue generating tariff lines in the short
term.
▪ In a nutshell, India sought to do more without insisting on strict reciprocity from Sri
Lanka.
▪ This is reflected in the respective obligations of the two countries under the ISFTA
where India agreed to open more tariff lines upfront and within a shorter time span of
three years as against smaller and more staggered openings by Sri Lanka which was
provided a longer time of eight years.
▪ In order to receive ISFTA benefits, the merchandise exported between India and Sri
Lanka should comply with the Rules of Origin criteria.
▪ The agreement CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement) which is
yet to be signed between the countries, seeks to build on the momentum generated by
the FTA and take the two economies beyond trade in goods towards greater integration
and impart renewed impetus and synergy to bilateral economic interaction.
▪ The investments are in diverse areas including petroleum retail, IT, financial services,
real estate, telecommunication, hospitality & tourism, banking and food processing (tea
& fruit juices), metal industries, tires, cement, glass manufacturing, and infrastructure
development (railway, power, water supply).
▪ The last few years have also witnessed an increasing trend of Sri Lankan investments
into India.
▪ Tourism also forms an important link between India and Sri Lanka and India is the
largest source market for Sri Lankan tourism. In tourism, India is the largest contributor
with every fifth tourist being from India.
Cultural and Educational Relations
▪ The Cultural Cooperation Agreement signed by the two Governments on 29
November, 1977, forms the basis for periodic Cultural Exchange Programmes between
the two countries.
▪ The Indian Cultural Centre in Colombo actively promotes awareness of Indian
culture by offering classes in Indian music, dance, Hindi and Yoga. Every year, cultural
troupes from both countries exchange visits.
▪ India and Sri Lanka commemorated the 2600th year of the attainment of
enlightenment by Lord Buddha (Sambuddhathva Jayanthi) through joint
activities.
▪ The two Governments also celebrated the 150th Anniversary of Anagarika Dharmapala
in 2014.
▪ The India-Sri Lanka Foundation, set up in December 1998 as an intergovernmental
initiative, also aims towards enhancement of scientific, technical, educational and
cultural cooperation through civil society exchanges and enhancing contact between the
younger generations of the two countries.
▪
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Education is an important area of cooperation. India now offers about 290 scholarship
slots annually to Sri Lankan students.
▪ In addition, under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Scheme and the
Colombo Plan, India offers 370 slots annually to Sri Lankan nationals.
▪ Government of India formally launched the e-Tourist Visa (eTV) scheme for Sri
Lankan tourists on 14 April 2015 to increase the people to people contact.
o Subsequently, in a goodwill gesture, the visa fee for eTV was sharply reduced.
Indian Community
▪ The People of Indian Origin (PIOs) comprise Sindhis, Borahs, Gujaratis, Memons,
Parsis, Malayalis and Telugu speaking persons who have settled down in Sri Lanka
(most of them after partition) and are engaged in various business ventures.
▪ Though their numbers are much lesser as compared to Indian Origin Tamils (IOTs),
they are economically prosperous and are well placed.
▪ Each of these communities has their organization which organizes festivals and cultural
events.
▪ The IOTs are mostly employed in either tea or rubber plantations in Central, Uva and
Sabaragamuwa Provinces though during the last decade, the younger generation has
been migrating to Colombo in search of employment.
▪ A fair number of IOTs living in Colombo are engaged in business. According to
Government census figures (2011), the population of IOTs is about 1.6 million.
Defence and Security Cooperation
▪ Sri Lanka and New Delhi have long history of security cooperation. In recent years, the
two sides have steadily increased their military-to-military relationship.
▪ India and Sri Lanka conducts joint Military ( 'Mitra Shakti') and Naval exercise
(SLINEX).
▪ India also provides defence training to Sri Lankan forces.
▪ A trilateral maritime security cooperation agreement was signed by India, Sri Lanka and
the Maldives to improve surveillance, anti-piracy operations and reducing maritime
pollution in Indian Ocean Region.
▪ In April 2019, India and Sri Lanka also concluded agreement on countering Drug and
human trafficking.
▪ In the aftermath of the horrific Easter bombings, Sri Lankan Prime Minister thanked the
Indian government for all the “help” given.
o The alerts issued by Indian agencies before the attacks had warned specifically
about the use of radicalised suicide bombers attacking churches and the Indian
High Commission in Colombo.
Issues and Conflicts
▪ In recent years, China has extended billions of dollars of loans to the Sri Lankan
government for new infrastructure projects, which is not good for India’s strategic depth
in Indian Ocean Region.
▪ Sri Lanka also handed over the strategic port of Hambantota, which is expected to play a
key role in China’s Belt and Road Initiative, to China on a 99-year lease.
▪

www.pragnyaias.com

7288081111

The opposition parties and trade unions in Sri Lanka have already dubbed the port deal
as a sell-out of their country’s national assets to China.
▪ China has also supplied arms as well as provide huge loans to Sri Lanka for its
development.
▪ China also invested sufficiently in the infrastructure of Sri Lanka, which included
building of Colombo international container terminal by China Harbor Corporation.
o However, the relation between Sri Lanka and India are improving. In order to allay
Indian concerns that the Hambantota port will not be used for military purposes, the
Sri Lankan government has sought to limit China’s role to running commercial
operations at the port while it retains oversight of security operations.
▪ The two countries have signed civil nuclear cooperation agreement which is Sri Lanka’s
first nuclear partnership with any country.
▪ India is also investing into Sri Lanka’s infrastructure development in the Northern and
Eastern provinces.
▪ India is also planning to build Trincomalee Port to counterweight the Chinese
developments at Hambantota Port.
Fishermen issue
▪ Given the proximity of the territorial waters of both countries, especially in the Palk
Straits and the Gulf of Mannar, incidents of straying of fishermen are common.
▪ Indian boats have been fishing in the troubled waters for centuries and had a free run of
the Bay of Bengal, Palk Bay and the Gulf of Mannar until 1974 and 1976 when treaties
were signed between the two countries to demarcate International Maritime Boundary
Line (IMBL).
▪ However, the treaties failed to factor in the hardship of thousands of traditional
fishermen who were forced to restrict themselves to a meagre area in their fishing
forays.
▪ The small islet of Katchatheevu, hitherto used by them for sorting their catch and drying
their nets, fell on the other side of the IMBL.
▪ Fishermen often risk their lives and cross the IMBL rather than return empty-handed,
but the Sri Lankan Navy is on alert, and have either arrested or destroyed fishing nets
and vessels of those who have crossed the line.
▪ Both countries have agreed on certain practical arrangements to deal with the issue of
bona fide fishermen of either side crossing the International Maritime Boundary Line.
▪ Through these arrangements, it has been possible to deal with the issue of detention of
fishermen in a humane manner.
▪ India and Sri Lanka have agreed to set up a Joint Working Group (JWG) on Fisheries
between the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare of India and Ministry of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development of Sri Lanka as the mechanism to help
find a permanent solution to the fishermen issue.
Way Forward
▪ As both countries have a democratic setup there is scope for broadening and deepening
the ties.
▪ Both countries should try to work out a permanent solution to the issue of fishermen
through bilateral engagements.
▪
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▪
▪
▪
▪

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) must be signed to improve
the economic cooperation between both countries.
India needs to focus more on its traditional and cultural ties to improve relations with
Sri Lanka.
Starting of ferry services between India and Sri Lanka can improve people to people
linkages.
Mutual recognition of each other's concerns and interests can improve the relationship
between both countries.
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