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1 Culture

Basva Jayanti

India to organize culture festita Ay 9 3@ LJG G 2"anhlvedsary ¢ F 32 NBQa wmpc
Y NXYF LI Qa G NBodtsrty 2@ dzbtbiE ¢ 2 iADenBIfY

Exhibitionof sculpturesreturned by Australia

2 Geography

Rise and fall of Indian Ocean

GS2

3 polity

Municipal bonds
Nationaldevelopment Agenda

SC seeks reply from 6 states on plea to ban cow vigilantes

ECI EVMs are Ndramperable
Shri Rajnath Singh to chair the Northern Zonal Councilmeeting

IB-like secrecy norms to be imposed on NTRO staff

4 Governmentpolicies,Bills & intewventions

Real estate Act came into force

Sampada scheme

National steel policy 2017

Wi-Fi will be soon on board

One IR; two dispensaries

31 drugs put under price capping by NPPA

{6 OKK . KIFEN}X{G aAaairazy G2 3I2 [ttt 2dzi F2N W51 N

AFSPA gets smonth extension in Manipur
End of RedBeckonculture

Policy for providing preference to domestically manufactured iron & steel
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4141 Villages to be electrified by 2018
eVIN Project

KambalaBill

Financial assistance to fisher folk

Development for biopharmaceuticals

Cabinet approves amendment of the public premises Act, 1971
Panc India implementation of maternity benefRrogram

New curbs on cattle slaughter

5 social Justice

Food fortification to tackle malnutrition

Swatch surveksham

hRA&AKI Q& {dzZrf AANRT {4t IANR /2YYdzyAGASE b2’
Mission Indradhanush

Swatch Pakhwada by Min of Textiles

Gwl AaKGNREF {6l OKKFGF YSYRNII¢é ad#Bnad@yESh (dzD &
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwal& ojana (PMUY)

DIPP & WIPO to set up Technology and Innovation Support Centers

Taxes on processed food

Survival of newborns: India ranks lower than Somalia

6 GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Skill councils have conflict of interests
Publicaffairs index

Seva App
7 India & its neighborhood
India¢ Pakistan

India¢ Srilanka

Indiac Palestine
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India- Bangladesh
South Asia Satellite GSAT 9
OBOR summit

Minesweeper deal to be inked soon

8 Bilateral & Multilateral International Institutions
LYRAF G2 KSIFIR ! bQa KFoAlGl @
Annual meet of AfDB
G7 Summit
India- Germany
Indiag japan
Cooperatioron railway safety
WELIYyQa AYGSNBald F2N OKI o6l KIFNJ L322 NI
India Turkey inks 3 agreement
British PM Theresa May signed letter to trigger Brawin EU
Urea manufacturing plant iMalaysia
ADB to set up their regional branch in India
Project LOTUS
Officials from Arctic nations to meet amid drilling concerns

Military exercises

GS¢ 3

9 Economy

D2OSNYyYSyiQa LlJzaK F2NJ ISYSNARO RNHzIa
ChangeinWIl& Lt Q& o6l aS &SI NJ

Doors close on 2§earold FIPB

Farm loan waivers in India

Revision in WPI
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SEBI launched norms for green bonds
Bad loans

SBI launches national hackathon
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Dhola Sadiya Bridge

Tejas express inaugurated between Mumbai and Goa

PM reviews performance of key infrastructure sectors

Procurement of Toor from Maharashtra under Price Support Scheme

Cabinet approves cooperation between Indian and Japan on Railway Safety

Internationalpw £ A OF GA2y fAadGa DFy3lF ONMzAAaS & 2yS 2
GST Council announces GST rates

Payment Bank

10Science & technology
Law cost solar cells using Jamun
Measles are back
Indian Railways to Track Wagons and Coaches with RFID
Bioink to treatosteoarthritis¢ 3D printing
Tarang Sanchar
Malware attack
Juno discovered earth sized cyclones on Jupiter
MDR TB
Large Hardon collider
Brahmos Test fired
Development of synthetiRetina

Waterto convert methane into methanol
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11 Environment

LYRAFQ&a FANRBRG 0A2 NBTFTAYSNE
Sendai framework on Disaster Risk Reduction

GEAC cleared GM Mustard

BONN Climate meet

Indian star torbise

Chitale committee recommendation on desilting of Ganga River
International day on Biodiversity

Drought in south India

Water level of 91 major reservoirs of the country goes ddawyri %

MGNREGA funds to make Sarasvati flow again

12 Internal Security

Samadhan Doctrine to tackle naxals

Army to procure 2 Indigenous Akash Missile

G4
13 Ehics and integrity

World Press Freedom Index 2017

1 Indian Art & culture
BASAVA Jayanti Celebration

Who was Basava?

Vishwaguru Basavanna was a great revolutionary who established spiritual democracy
called "Anubhava Mantapa" in the 12th century in India (Anubhava Mantapa - which is also
called as the "FIRST PARLIAMENT CONCEPT OF THE WORLD". Its lead by Saint
Allamprabhu), and gave practical solutions to all kind of problems mankind was suffering at that
time. His teachings are time tested, scientific and proven. Basava-Tatva is never ending
inspiration to achieve the welfare of mankind. Basava vachanas.

How it is celebrated?

The Basava Jayanti Utsav Samiti will organize a three-day programme to mark the 884th birth
anniversary of the 12th century social reformer Basaveshwara in Kalaburagi from Thursday.

Samiti president Sharanabasappa Bhusnoor, addressing presspersons here on Wednesday,
said that cultural events and seminars would be organised to highlight the preachings of
Basaveshwara during the celebrations.
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The Prime Minister, ShNarendra Modi, today dedicated the holy Vachanas ofBasavanna, translated
into 23 languages, and addressed an event to mark the inauguration of Basava Jayanthi 2017, and
Golden Jubilee Celebration of Basava Samithi, at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi.

IndiatoONB I YAT S [/ dzf GdzNIF £ CSaildAgdrt Ay
Birth Anniversary

India will organize Tagore cultural Festival in Egypt to mark the 156th birth anniversary of

Rabindranath Tagore from Mayl®. Tagore Festival will be organized by the Maularsal A2ntre

for Indian Culture (MACIC), which is the cultural wing of the Indian Embassy in Cairo. The fest will be
organized in cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Culture, Cairo Opera House, Cultural

t NERdzOGA2Y {SO0G2NE 5 loyhdupitlyARociBtioriirt BQypt: Thefestivad ®ill L y RA |y
feature a dance show, film screening, a play and painting competition. As a part of the festival, a
RFEYyOS RNIYYlF o6l aSR ®yKA L Bl pEperrmeddNbe KaKathabed R

5} YOSHR® D@&A NI yIFIRI Aada (GKS 6F NNA2NI LINAyOSaa Ay
Tagore visited Egypt as a young adolescent in 1878 and later in 1926. Tagore was impressed by the
strong literary trends of Egypt. On his visit, he met King Fouad aridteeascted with many scholars

in Alexandria and Cairo. He had an enduring friendship with Egyptian poet Ahmed Shawki and wrote

a moving eulogy on his death in 1932.

Tagore had also written about the beautiful relationship between the Nile River andilnésfiing

civilization of Egyptians. Rabindranath Tagore Rabindranath Tagore was a famous Indian peet (1861
1941). He was the first neBuropean to receive the Nobel Prize. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1913 for his collection of poendD A { | His®defryAndvels, plays, short stories and

essays are world famous and are widely read across the world. He has contributed immensely to

.Sy 3rtA fAGSNI GdZNBE YR LYRAIFIQa fAGSNFNE KSNRGI 3
protesting against the Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre. Rabindranath Tagore was the youngest son of
Debendranath Tagore who was associated with the Brahmo Sama.
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Urgyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, may be allowed tarwgilace in the country,
SEOSLIi {A11AYZ 6AlGK2dzG &aSS1Ay3a (KS IF20SNYyYSyiQa
proposal before the Cabinet Committee on Security, a senior government official said here on
Tuesday.

The move assumes significanceinghe 1S 2F / KAyl Q&4 NBLISF ISR g NyAy3
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Why Ban atmonastery? (Background)

The entry of all three Karmapa claimants has been banned at the Rumtek monastery in East Sikki
since 1994, following objections by some prominent teachers of the K8gkoolto recognizing
Dorje as the 17th Karmapa.

LY HnmmZ (GKS LRfAOS KI R NbBhGaems difseRcy, inslutling COINEReNS 2 F
ones, from Gyuto Tantric Univéissand Monastery in Dharamsala.

The police registered a case against the Karmapa and the then government put more restrictions on
his travel.

Who is Karmapa?

The Karmapa is the head of the Karma Kagyu School, one of the four main schools of Tibetan
Buddhism and is based in Dharamsala, his temporal home. He escaped from Tibet in 2000.

6 { 2 dzi{ KRkSNS/arNd/{€ 2 dzOVKSSINS/

A The Indian Railway PSU, Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd (IRCTC) has
decided to start two new circuits F K SA NJ Ff | 3& KAL) f dzEdzNE (NI Ay al K
A ¢KSasS G662 yS¢ GNARLEA KIFIBFS 06SSYy yIFIYSR Fa a{2dziK:¢
cover prominent destinations in West and South India.
A TheSouthern Sojourrwill cover Goa, Hampi, Mysorérnakulam, Kumarakom and Trivandrum.

TheSouthern Jewelsvill cover Chettinad, Mahabalipuram, Mysore, Hampi and Goa.

Ministry of culture and tourism inaugurated an exhibition in view
of Return of Three stone sculptures from Australia to India

An exhibiti/ awSddz2NYy 2F GKS ¢KNBS {G2yS { Odz LIi dzZNB
National Museum, Janpath, New Delhi. has been organised to mark the safe return of
three stone sculpture§Seated Buddha; Worshippers of BuddRaGoddess Pratyangira)

Pragnya IAS Academy www.upsccivilservices.com91 9880487071 PageB
Delhi, Hyderabad & Bangalore www.pragnyaias.com +91 9880486671



http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
http://www.pragnyaias.com/

from Australia to IndiaThese sculptures were purchased by National Gallery of Australia
from the Nancy Wiener, New York in 2007 and Art of the Past, New York, 2005.

Minister of State (I/C) for Culture and Tourism Dr. Mahesh Sharma inaugurated the
exhibition yesterday. He attended a special event at National Gallery of Australia (NGA) in
Canberra, Australia in which Senator Mitch Fifield formally handed over three ancient
artefacts stolen and smuggled out of India and inadvertently acquired by National Gxllery
Australia.

Earlier, during the visit of Australian Prime Minister to India in September, 2014, the
ldzZAGNI E ALY 3I20SNYYSyld KFER faz2 NBGdzZNY SR aoOd

This exhibition is important as it celebrates the return of rare heritage sadp that were
stolen from the country.

l. The statue of Worshippers of the BuddhgSatavahana, Ist CentuyCE to 2n€entury
CE, Andhra Pradesh, South India, Lime Stone, size: 96.5x106.7x1ZAs@rchitecture
piece adorning a stupgpossibly drum slab) is made of limestone. The panel depicts the
worship of some of the Buddhist symbol (possibly chakrastambha or Bodhiutaeis
not visible as the piece is damaged at the top) kept on a throne, below which the
Buddhapada are visild. The central objects are flanked by worshipper couples on either
sides in standing posture. On both the sides, male worshippers are represented first
followed by the female worshippers. The most probable offering objects held in their
hands are vases witflower or garlands. This sculpture was unearthed in 1970s during
the excavation of a Buddhist stupa at Chandavaram (District, Prakasham) in Andhra
Pradesh.
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Il. Seated Buddha with large halo(Kushan, 2ndentury CE, Maholi, Mathura, Uttar
PradeshSpotted Red sand stone, size: 129.5x101.5x30.5cm). This image represents the
Buddha seated cross legged (Padmasana) weakagsika sanghafdrapery covering
one shoulder and arrayed with additional pleats). The transparent effect of the cloth is
apparent through the conspicuousnarking of the navel. The image indicates that the
right hand was raised in thebhaya mudrgprotection pose) and the left rests on the
thigh. The large halo with a scalped border (hasti nakha) emerges just above the waist.
He is shown with amurna, pralamba karnéelongated eatobes),ushnishaand with a
filing contemplation on his face.

lll. Standing Pratyangira(Chola, 13ttCentury CE, Tamil Nadu, South India Grey coloured
granite stone, size: 125.1x55.9x30.5cm).ohdler to carry out his supreme task of
preservation, Lord Vishnu took incarnation in the form of Narasimha in which he is
NELINBaSYyiSR o6& | KdzYlry o62R& |yR | fA2yQa
Hiranykashipu, the personification of evil. The deity egemted here is a tantric deity
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who is the female aspect of God Narasimha also known as Narasimhi. She is invoked in
the Sadhanamalalso. She is standing in pralambapaditse, the face of a roaring and
furious lion while the body is of a female. Flanaes coming out of her head. However,

the attributes tridents (trisula) and drum (damaru) in her right hands suggest her to
be Pratyangira, a form dBhairavias per Saivite cult. The image was under worship in
Vriddhachalam temple near Chennai before hsft.

2 Geography
Indian Ocean Rise and fall

How is global warming affecting oceans?

Since 2004, it has been known that the Indian Ocean has been rising particularly rapidly.
However, it turned out that this was specific to a smaller stretch called the North Indian
Ocean, which consists of the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea argegéat of the Indian
Ocean until the 5 degree S latitude. This is an imaginary line cutting through Indonesia,
central Africa and Peru. More surprisingly, as a team of oceanographers observed in a
report published in the March edition of the peesviewedClimate Dynamics, the North
Indian Ocean sea levels actually dipped between 1993 and 2004, at about 0.3 mm per year,
odzi FFGSNI HAannI GKS NRAS 41a ¢ YY lyydatteo
for the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean.

Why did this happen?

Unlike the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean, the North Indian Ocean is hemmed in on all
sides, except an outlet on the southern side. This influences the rate at which heat is
absorbed and flushed out from within the system. Accogdio their calculations, heat was
moving out slower after 2004 than during the 1990s. Moreover, wind flows, which led to
warm water welling up on the Indian Ocean surface, changed directions every decade and
probably influenced sea level patterns.

What does this imply?

¢KAa YSIya | NR&S Ay FF@SNr3aS 3JFt 20t GSYLISNI G
everywhere. Every year in the last decade has broken temperature records that have held

for over a century but researchers associated with gtigdyare willing to wager that North

Indian Ocean levels may see a fall over the next decade (like seen between 1993 and 2004).
This points to a need for more research to understand the inherent variability of the Indian
Ocean. This could help sharpen nsoon forecasts and predicting coastal erosion patterns.

Better understanding of sea level undulations could also inform future reports by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Does this challenge conventional science?
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LG R2SayQiu Odthirlyf cBrypitétes k. (Reséadzdiers Gse various models to
extrapolate future trends on sea level rise and quantify the risk it poses to coastal
populations. Several of these model, however, lack the resolution power to capture the
vagaries of local climatand it is assumed that what is true for one sea will broadly apply to
the others too. For this study the scientists relied on new data sotsfees argo floats and
satellitebased measurements and it indicated numbers at variance from previous
measurenents, from tide gauges. More mictevel data with improved computing power
would mean better localevel forecasts.

3 Polity

Municipal bonds

What is a 'Municipal Bond'

A municipal bond is debt securityissued by a state, municipality or county to finance
its capital expendituresincluding the construction of highways, bridges or schddisicipal
bondsare exempt from federal taxes and from most state éozhl taxesmaking them especially
attractive topeople in high incomérackets. Inndia, First muni bond was issued in 1997 by
Bangalorélunicipal Corporation

Types of Municipal Bonds
General obligation bond (GO)

v~ Pledges all sources of revenue, and sometimes all assets, to repayment.

Revenue bond
v’ Pledges only project revenues, and sometimes project assets, to repayment.

Structured bond (SDO)

v’ Pledges only specific revenue sources to repayment as specified in the bond.

Types of Credit Enhancements

> Debt Service Reserve (Collateralization) Escrow Account: Holds money
in reserve for each payment.

> Revenue Intercept: Directs transfer revenues to bondholders before they
reach the city’s account.

> Partial Credit Risk Guarantee: Assures bondholders of at least

partial payment.

SEBI Guidelines on municipal bonds: Which ULB can issue muni bonds?
As per theSEBI Regulations, 2015, a municipality or a Corporate Munimpisy (CME) should meet
certain conditions:

The ULB should not have negative net worth in any of three immediately preceding financial years.
Non-default: The municipality should not have defaulted in repayment of debt securities or loans
obtained from lanks or financial institutions during the last 365 days.
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1 Nowwillful defaulter: The corporate municipal entity, its promoter, group company or director(s),
should not have been named in the list of twélful defaulters published by the RBI or should not
have defaulted of payment of interest or repayment of principal amount in respect of debt
instruments issued by it to the public, if any.

Why in news?

Recently, 94 cities across 14 states received credit ratings from agencies such as Crisil as part of their
preparations for issuing municipal bonds.

1 It rated the cities covered under Smart city Mission and AMRUT mission.
fpp 2F UKSASUIOBRYASANIRSEGNY DAY IAaS o NBEOSAGSR ON
grade (BBB.

DETAILS OF CITIES AND TOWNS AND
RESPECTIVE CREDIT RATINGS:

New Delhl Municipal Councll (NDMCO), Navi Mumbal and Pune

Ahmedabad, Visakhapatnam and Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
Surat, Nashik, Thane and Pimpri-Chindwad

Indore, Kishanganj(Rajasthan), Kolkata, Vadodara(Gujarat) and

Warangal( Telangana)

Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan)

Alwar, Bhiwadi, Beawar, Jaipur(Raj), Bhopal, Jabalpur(MP), Mira
Bhayandar(Maha) and New Town Rajarhat(W.Bengal)

Aimer , Kota and Udaipur(Ragasthan), Ludhiana(Punjab) and Jamnagar(Guyj)
Kakinada, Anantapur, Kurnool and Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh), Davanagere and
Hubbali-Dharwar(Karnataka), Kochi and Trivendrum (Kerala), Panajl (Goa),
Kolhapur and Nagpur{Maharashtra), Jodhpur, Nagaur and Tonk(Rajasthan)
Amaravati (Maharashtra), Belgavi (Karnataka), Bharuch and Bhavnagar

(Gujarat), Bharatpur, Bhilwara, Bikaner and Hanumangarh(Rajasthan), Chittor
and Cuddapah (Andhra Pradesh), Cuttack (Odisha), Ranchi (Jharkhand).
Proddatur, Nandyal and Nellore (Andhra Pradesh), Kollam and Kozhikode
(Keralky), Kalol, Nadiad and Navsarai (Gujarat), Nanded and Solapur
(Maharashtra), Gangapur City. Dhaulpur, Pall and Sawai Madhopur (Rajasthan)
Adoni and Tadipatn (Andhra Pradesh). Dwaraka (Gujarat), Aizawal (Mizoram),
Thrisur (Kerala), Berhampur, Rourkela and Sambhalpur (Odisha), Bundi, Churu,
Chittorgarh, Hindaun, Jodhpur and Sujangarh (Rajasthan)

Adityapur, Chas, Deogarh and Giridh Uharkhand), Mort (Gujarat), Baran and

Jhalawar (Raj))
Baripada and Pun (Odisha) and Hazanbagh (Uharkhand)
Bhadrak (Odisha)
Source Ministry of Urban Deveopment
Significance:

9 Indian cities revenue is less than 1% of gross domestic product. The net result is that cities
do not have adequate financial autonomy.

1 Low cost of borrowng will be an advantage for the ULBs, whose projects typically have low
viability, long gestation period and low to moderate cost recovery. Higher the rating of
corporation, lower is the interest and cost of borrowing.

fMunicipal Bonds are necessary foetfinancial independence of the Urban Local Bodies

National Development Agenda
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bL¢L !'Fe23Qa GKANR 3I2FSNYyAy3a O02dzyOAfa o1 a K
Narendra Modi, Union Ministers and Chief Ministers of all states. NITI presented the
roadmap for development which will benefit all the states.

Backgroundafter the aboliton of planning commissiain the year 2014, a government
think tank NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) has taken over. Now, NITI Aayog
has replaced the 5 year plans with 3 year action agenda, 7 year Strategy, Fifteen Year Vision
The Natioral Development Agenda includes:
¢ Vision:A 15yearlong vision between 20178 to 203132 that combines national goals
with international sustainable goals.
¢ Strategy:A 7-year long plan between 20118 to 202324 to convert border vision into
implementéable policy.
¢ Action Plan:A three year shorterm action plan between 20178 to 20192020 to

translate policies into action by 2019.

5 YEAR PLAN >
= ! NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

2017-18 to 2031-32 2017-18 to 2023-24

2017-18 to 2019-20

= 15-year long-term Vision = 7-year mid-term = 3-year short-term Action
Strategy Plan
= Combines nationalsocial = Converts a broader = Translates policyinto

vision into
implementable policy

goals and international action by 2019
Sustainable

Development Goals

Expands beyond the
traditional Plan mandate
to include internal
security, defence, etc.

(Source: NITI Aayog)

Beginning 2017-2018

= Aligned to the

predictability of financial
resources during the

14* Finance Commission
Award Period
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Niti Aayog’s Road Map

KEY ACTION POINTS

€) Revenue and Q Doubling (3] Job Creation
Expenditure farmers'income |
Create
Framework | by2022 = coastal
» Reduce fiscal * Reform APMC employment
deficit to 3% eIncrease pro- | Zones
cOyEYES ductivity *Enhance
»Cut revenue via precision labour market
deficit to 0.9% agriculture flexibility
(4] Education Q Urban 3 Governance
and:lkommen . B development [, pecalibrate I AIS,
P * Reduce land role of govt cross-subsi-
» Revisit prices for with focus dy in power
automatic pro- affordable on health, sector
motion up to housing education
_elghthgrade | ormRent | *Implement Relform
*Create tiered control Act, road map coal sector,
regulation of release land on closing setup
universities of sick units select PSEs regulator

SC seeks reply from 6 states on plea to ban cow vigilantes

The Supreme Court on 7 April 2017 sought response §igratates, namely
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh, on a plea
asSSiAy3a | oty 2y 02¢ GAIAAflIYUS oWDlIdz wlkl1aKIFC

A bench comprising Justice Dipak Misra and Justice A M Khanwilkar issued notices to
these stées and asked them to file their reply within three weeks. The court sought the
response from these states during the brief hearing a petition referring to the recent
incident at Alwar in Rajasthan where a man was killed allegedly by a mob of cow vigilante

group.

The counsel appearing for the petitioner claimed that the grolen! situation in
these states was worrisome as the cow vigilante groups were resorting to violence there.

The response of the six states was sought after the Solicitor Geneljdl Ranar,
appearing on behalf of the Union Government told the bench that formal notices were not
issued to the states on the plea. The bench has fixed the matter for hearing on 3 May 2017.

Background
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Earlier on 21 October 2016, the apex court agreedxamine the plea, which sought
action against cow vigilantes. The plea mentioned that these vigilantes were allegedly
indulged in violence and committing atrocities against Dalits and minorities.

1 Activist Tehseen S Poonawalla, in his plea allegedhleae groups were committing
atrocities against Dalits and minorities in the name of protection of cows and other
bovines and they needed to be regulated and banned in the interest of social
harmony, public morality and law and order in the country.

1 The pea filed in the Supreme Court seeks to declare certain clauses of Acts of few
states as unconstitutional. These acts provide for protection of persons acting in
good faith under the Act or ruleShey are:

1 Section 12 of the Gujarat Animal Prevention A&54

9 Section 13 of Maharashtra Animal Prevention Act, 1976

1 Section 15 of Karnataka Prevention of Cow Slaughter and Cattle Preservation Act,
1964The plea termed these laws as a catalyst to violence perpetrated by these
vigilant groups.

1 Besides, the pleaeeks an action against the vigilante. The petition said the atrocities
committed by these cow vigilantes were punishable under various provisions of IPC
and under the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of atrocities) Act,
1989.

ECI EVMs arNonTamperable

The Election Commission, through media, has learnt about a so called demonstration of tampering

2F WHAAISQ 9+tad Ly (GKAA O2y(SEG AG &aK2dZ R 0S5 dzyR
St SOOUNRBYAO 3IIHREISEEYMEA deionstrate ghy| Miagic or Tampering. Very simply

put, any ‘'lookalike" machine is just a different gadget, which is manifestly designed and made to

Fdzy OlAz2y Ay | Wil YLISNBRQ YIYYySNI FyR KFa y2 NBf S
EWs. It is common sense that gadgets other than ECI EVMs can be programmed to perform in a
pre-determined way, but it simply cannot be implied that ECI EVMs will behave in the same manner
because the ECI EVMs are Technically Secured and function undebaratd Administrative and

Security ProtocolSuch so called demonstration on extraneous and duplicate gadgets which are not
owned by the ECI cannot be exploited to influence our Intelligent Citizens & Electorate to assail or

vilify the EVMs used by thee@mission in its electoral process.

Election Commission of India (ECI) has scheduled an All Political Parties meetiffgMay 12017
F2N) 9+ta LaadzsSa FyR 20KSNJ 9f SOG2NIf wWSTF2NX¥YaAdP ¢ K
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website (ttp://eci.nic.in/eci_mainl/current/StatusPaperonEVM_ 09052017)pathich gives details
of Safety and Security Measures taken by ECI to make ECI EVadsnpemable.

Shri Rajnath Singh tohair the Northern Zonal Council meeting to
be held at Chandigarh on 12th May

The Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh will chair the 28th meeting of the Northern
Zonal Council comprising of the States of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Punpb, Rajasthan, National Capital Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh. The
meeting is to be held at Chandigarh on May 12, 2017. The Chief Ministers in the zone, some
Ministers, Chief Secretaries and senior officers from the State GovernnasotCentral
Government will attend the meeting.

The 27th meeting of the Northern Zonal Council was held at New Delhi on April 25, 2015. In
this meeting, 25 items were taken up, out of which 14 items were disposed of. The 17th
meeting of the Standing Camittee of the Northern Zonal Council was held on the May 26,
2016 at Srinagar to scrutinize the agenda for this meeting. In that meeting 35 agenda items
were taken up, out of which 28 items were resolved at the level of the Standing Committee.
18 items (irluding subitems) will be taken up for discussion and decisions in the 28th
meeting of Northern Zonal Council.

Five Zonal Councils viz. Central, Western, Northern, Southern and Eastern have been
established under the State Reorganization Act, 1956. &Z@mal Councils are advisory
bodies and may discuss any matter in which some or all of the States represented in a
Council, or the Union and one or more of the States represented in a Council, have a
common interest and advise the Central Government amel Government of each State
concerned as to the action to be taken on any such matter. In particular, a Zonal Council
may discuss, and make recommendations with regard to any matter of common interest in
the field of economic and social planning; any mattencerning border disputes, linguistic
minorities or interState transport; and any matter connected with, or arising out of, the
reorganization of the States.

The Zonal Councils aim to discuss and resolve many substantive issues of development
concernng regional interest and national programmes through its consultative mechanism.

IB-like secrecy norms to be imposed on NTRO staff
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National Technical Research OrganisatimR(Q, the Central agency looking after technical
surveillance, will now be bound by secrecy norms just like Intelligence Bureau (IB) and
Research & Analysesivg (RAW), with its staff restricted from speaking about the structure
and functioning of the organisation.
A In this regard, the Home Ministry has issued a notification listing NTRO under The
Intelligence Organisations (Restriction of Rights) Act, 1986naand being made by
the organisation for over a decade now.

Implications of this move
The inclusion of NTRO in the Schedule under the Intelligence Organisations (Restriction of

Rights) Act, 1985 wilhsulateit from answering queries under the Rightltdormation Act.

The agency can decline RTI queries on its structure, functioning, personnel and organisation
affairs by invoking Section 6 of the Act.

A Under Section 6 of the Intelligence Organisations (Restriction of Rights) Act, 1985, no
member of a scbduled intelligence agency can communicate with the press or publish
or cause to be published any book, letter, pamphlet, poster or other document except
with the prior permission of the head of the intelligence organisation.

A The member also cannot use thame of his organisation for purposes not authorised
by the head or in any other manner except for purposes relating to the official work
and functioning of the organisation itself.

A Any person who contravenes the aforesaid provisions will be punished with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine which may
extend to Rs 2,000 or with both.

What you need to know about NTRO?

The NTRO was created after the 1999 Kargil conflict as a dedicated technical intelligence
agency. It has beefighting tooth and nail to get included in the list as it has the right to
lawfully intercept and monitor communications externally. It reports to the PMO and the
NSA.

4 Government policies, Bills & interventions

Real Estate Act comeasto effect

The Real Estate Act which aims to protect the interests of homebuyers by ensuring
transparency has come into effect. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation
(HUPA) has asked all the states and Union Territories to implement the Act withdette
spirit. Since land is a state subject, real estate sector comes within the ambit of the state
governments.

The Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Bill, 2016 was passed by Parliament in March
last year. Partially, the act came into force on &yMast year with 59 of 92 notified sections
of the act coming into force. The remaining provisions have come into the force now.
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Already the act has been notified by 13 states and Union Territories including Andhra
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujai¢/hi, Daman and Diu.

SAMPADA Scheme

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approvstrueturing the schemes of the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) under new Central Sector Scheme called as
SAMPADA (Scheme for Agviarine Processing and Development of Adgtmcessing

Clusters) for the time period 2018). Salient Highlights SAMPADA is an umbrella scheme
incorporating ongoing schemes of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) such
as Mega Food Parks, IntegrateddCGhain and Value Addition Infrastructure, Food Safety
and Quality Assurance Infrastructure, etc. It will also incorporate the new schemes like
Infrastructure for Agreprocessing Clusters, Creation of Backward and Forward Linkages, as
well as Creation /¥pansion of Food Processing & Preservation Capacities. SAMPADA with
an allocation of Rs. 6,000 crore is expected to benefit 20 lakh farmers and generate 5,
30,500 direct and indirect employment opportunities in the country by the year 2019

The objectie of SAMPADA is to supplement agriculture, modernize processing of Agri
products and decrease their wastage.

Significance:

The new umbrella scheme gives renewed thrust to the food processing sector in the
country. It aims to develop modern infrastructui@ facilitate entrepreneurs to set up food
processing units based on cluster approach and provide effective and seamless backward
and forward integration for processed food industry. It proposes to achieve this by plugging
gaps in supply chain and developnt of infrastructure facilities for processing and
preservation and modernization of existing food processing units. As a result, SAMAPADA
will result in the creation of modern infrastructure coupled with efficient supply chain
management from farm gateota retail outlet. It would provide better prices to farmers and
would help in doubling their incomes. Implementation of the scheme will result in creating
huge employment opportunities, especially in rural areas. From the perspective of the
consumer, it ould promote the availability of safe and convenient processed foods at an
affordable price.

Other initiatives to boost Food Processing industry

The government has allowed 100% FDI in trading including throwgimenerce with
respect to food products marfactured and produced in India.

The Governments has created a Special Fund of Rs. 2000 crore in NABARD to provide credit
at the concessional rate of interest to designated food parks and-pgrcessing units in
the designated food parks.

Food and agrgbased processing units and cold chain infrastructure have been placed under
the ambit of Priority Sector Lending (PSL).

National steel policy 2017
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Union Cabinet has given its approval for National Steel Policy (NSP) 2017 which
enshrinesthe long term vision of the Government to give impetus to the steel sector. NSP
2017 seeks to enhance domestic steel consumption, ensure high quality steel production
and create a technologically advanced and globally competitive steel industry.

Key featues of the NSP 2017:

1 Create seksufficiency in steel production by providing policy support & guidance to
private manufacturers, MSME steel producers, CPSEs

Encourage adequate capacity additions

Development of globally competitive steel manufacturaagpabilities

Costefficient production

Domestic availability of iron ore, coking coal & natural gas

Facilitating foreign investment

Asset acquisitions of raw materials

Enhancing the domestic steel demand

=A =4 =4 =4 4 -4 4

Highlights

1 Indian steel sector has grown rapidly owbe past few years (Production in 2018=
100 MT)

7 LG A& OGKANR I NBS&aG ai0SSft LINPRdAzOSNJ 3f 201 f §

NSP 2017 aspires to achieve 300MT of stegking capacity by 2030.

T It seeks to increase consumption of stemhd major segments are infrastructure,
automobiles and housing.

1 Steel Ministry will facilitate R&D in the sector through the establishment of Steel
Research and Technology Mission of India (SRTMI).

T With the roll out of the National Steel Poli&p17, it isenvisaged that the industry will
be steered in creating an environment for promoting domestic steel and thereby
ensuring a scenario where production meets the anticipated pace of growth in
consumption.

==

Background

1 Steel is one of the most important prodgctn the modern world and forms the
backbone to any industrial economy.

1 The sector is of strategic importance to India due to its extensive application right from
construction, infrastructure, and power, aerospace and industrial machinery to
consumer prodats.

1 Owing to the strategic importance of the sector along with the need to have a robust
and restructured policy in present scenario, the new NSP, 2017 became imminent.

1  Though, National Steel Policy 2005 sought to indicate ways and means of consolidating
the gains flowing out of the then economic order and charted out a road map for
sustained and efficient growth of the Indian steel industry, it required adaptation in
view of the recent developments unfolding in India and also worldwide.
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WI-Flon board soon

Departmentof TelecommunicationgDoT)hassent a revisedproposalthat will enablein-
flight accesgo voice,dataandvideoservices.

Background:

Theideawasinitially floated by the communicationsninistry. TheHomeMinistry had
raisedconcernsabout securityagenciedeingableto monitor dataandvoicetransmission
in the initial proposalfloated by DoTunderthe CommunicatiorMinistry. However the
revisedproposalhasaddressedhe issueof flight datamonitoring.

At present,both domesticandinternationalpassengersre unableto usein-flight
Internet servicesover Indianairspace Eveninternationalairlinesthat offer suchafacility to
its passengerfaveto discontinuethe servicewhile the aircraftis flying overthe Indian
airspace.

Whichlaws needto be amended?
TheCentrewill needto amendthe TelegraphAct, 1885,aswell asthe relatedIndian

TelegraphyRulesto provide on-board Wi-Fiservices

ONE IP TWO DISPENSARIES SCHEME AND AADHAAR BASED
ONLINE CLAIM SUBMISSION FOR SOCIAL SECURITY

Why in News?

9 Minister of State for Labour and Employment, launched two schemes namely; ©niavdP
Dispensaries anfladhaar based Online Claim Submission. Highlight of the Schemes

9 Two Dispensaries schemes of ESIC has given an option to an Insured Person (IP) to choose two
dispensaries, one for self and another for family through an employer.

11t will benefit all IPs, especially migrant workers who are working in other than home State.

9 Moreover, Aadhaar based online Claim Submission scheme will provide an easy PF (Provident
Fund) final settlement under EPFO

31 drugsput under price cappingby NPFA
TheNationalPharmaceuticaPricingAuthority (NPPAhascappedthe pricesof 31 more drugs.
A Thenatification bringsunder price control intrauterine devicesusedfor birth control; Factor

Vlll,alife-savingmedicinefor haemophiligpatients;morphine,a painkiller; andrifampcin,a
powerful antibiotic usedto treat infectionssuchastuberculosisandleprosy.
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A With these31 drugs,the NPPAasbrought 791 medicinesunder price control. Thereare 829
drugson the NationalListof EssentiaMedicines,2015,all of whichwill be broughtunder price
control.

National PharmaceuticaPricingAuthority

Anindependentbody of experts,in Ministry of chemicalsandfertilizerswasformed by
Governmenbf Indiaat 1997.
Theorganizationis alsoentrustedwith the taskof recoveringamountsoverchargedy
manufacturerdor the controlleddrugsfrom the consumersit alsomonitorsthe pricesof
decontrolleddrugsin orderto keepthem at reasonabldevels

~

Swachh Bharat Missionto go all olfNJ W5 | NB |- | |

<
0«
K

Amitabh Bachchan led Toilet Usage Campaign set for national launch

A Forpromotion of toilet usageacrosshe O 2 dzy’ lilld@e£)e Ministry of DrinkingWater and
Sanitationhascomeout with anaggressiveew campaigrncalledDawazaBandstarting
tomorrow, May 30th, 2017.

A Iconicactor, ShriAmitabhBachchanwho leadsthe campaignijs proposedto be joined by
UnionMinister for DrinkingWater and Sanitation,ShriNarendraSinghTomar,ChiefMinister of
MaharashtraShriDevendraFadnavisSecretaryMinistry of DrinkingWaterand Sanitation,Shri
Parameswaratyer,andother dignitariesat the formal launcheventin Mumbaitomorrow.
Champiorfunctionariesfrom the Statewill alsobe awardedon the occasion.

A Thecampaigrhasbeensupported by the World Bankandis beingrolled out countrywide
immediatelyafter the launch.lt is designedo encouragebehaviourchangein menwho have
toilets but are not usingthem. Thecampaigralsofeaturesactor, Ms AnushkaSharmawho will
be seenencouragingvomento standup for thisissuein their villagesand assumea leadership
role.

AFSPAjets sixmonth extensionin Manipur

TheManipur Cabinethasdecidedto extendthe DisturbedAreasActfor anotherperiod of six
monthsto facilitatethe impositionof the AFSP&xceptin sevenAssemblysegmentsn Imphal. The
governmenthadlifted the AFSPAom thesesegmenton Augustl2,2004.

Pragnya IAS Academy www.upsccivilservices.com91 9880487071 Page22
Delhi, Hyderabad & Bangalore www.pragnyaias.com +91 9880486671



http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
http://www.pragnyaias.com/

What you needto know?

In exerciseof the powersconferredby Section3 of the ArmedForcegSpeciaPowers)Act,
1958,the Governorof Manipurdeclareghe entire state of Manipur, excludingthe ImphalMunicipal
Area,asd 5 A & (!daNEDI-SERD

Whatis AFSPA?

AFSPAgnactedin 1958,givespowersto the armyand state and centralpoliceforcesto shootto Kkill,

searchhousesanddestroyanypropertythatisd f A to®d udetlby insurgentsin areasdeclaredas

G RA & (i dykhb HoReministry.

A TheActprovidesarmypersonnelwith safeguardggainstmaliciousvindictiveandfrivolous
prosecution.

A Securityforcescand | NIWi#@uiis I NN& pgréoh,who hascommittedor evend | 6 ® dzii
commitacognizable ¥ T Sefedééi NB I 8 AR OA 2y E ©

Whatare WR A & Galebs? SR Q
Thestate or centralgovernmentconsidershoseareasasW R A a (ddadasdrief@ifferencesor

disputesbetweenmembersof different religious racial,languageor regionalgroupsor castesor
O2YYdzy Al ASa ¢

Note: Entire Assamis alsodeclaredasdisturbedarea

Government banned red beacons on all VIP vehicles, o
AYyOf dzZRAYy3d taQaz SYSNHSYOe aSNBAOS

1 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 19 April 2017 decided
to ban the use of retbeacons symbols on the vehicles of VIPs. The decision says that
Ministers and officials in the Central government will not be able to use red beacons
on their official vehicles from 1 May 2017.

f¢KS o6ly R2S&8 y20 SESYLIN S @dtsfies@8BKashé Sa 27F |
President, Prime Minister and the Chief Justice of India. However, a certain category
of institutions is exempted from the ban and they are ambulances and vehicles of
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the fire service, police, and army. They will be allowed to use tiishing beacons
to cut through traffic.

1 During the cabinet meet the Rule 108 (I) and 108 (lI) of the Motor Vehicles Act that
allows central and state governments to permit red beacons for dignitaries was
scrapped. As per the existing norms, the Presid¥ice President and Prime
Minister along with several dignitaries like the Lok Sabha Speaker, Chief Justice of
India, Chief Ministers, Governors, Chief Justices of High Courts, Supreme Court
judges and Leader of Opposition were allowed red beacons.

1 Themove is aimed at eradicating VVIP culture in the country and was taken with the
spirit of new India where every Indian is special and a VIP.

Earlier, the Supreme Court of India had asked all state governments to restrict the list of
VIPs who are allowed beacons on their vehicles. After which some state governments
barred the use of red beacons. Example, after winning the assembly electioef, C
Ministers of Uttar Pradesh and Punjab namely Yogi Adityanath and Captain Amarinder Singh
respectively decided to remove beacons from the vehicles of ministers as well as
government vehicles. Even, they ordered that the beacons will not be availalhe on
vehicles of the Chief Ministers.

Policyfor providing preference to domestically manufactured iron

& steel products in government procurement

The Union Cabinet has approved the policy for providing preference to domestically

manufactured iron &teel products on Government procurement.

A ¢KAa LRfAOE &aSS1a G2 I002YLIX AaK GKS taQa OJAaAi:s
building and encourage domestic manufacturing.

What you need to know about the new policy?
A The policymandates toprovide preference to Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products
(DMI&SP), in Government Procurement.
A The policy ispplicable on all government tendenghere price bid is yet to be opened.
A The policy providea minimum value addition of 15% in notifi steel productsvhich are
covered under preferential procurement.
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A In order to provide flexibility, Ministry of Steel may review specified steel products and the
minimum value addition criterion.

A While implementing who shall provide the policy, it posesst on each domestic manufacturer
who shall provide selertificationto the procuring Government agency declaring that the iron
& steel products are domestically manufactured in terms of the domestic value addition
prescribed.

A It shall not normally behte responsibility of procuring agency to verify the correctness of the
claim. In few cases, the onus of demonstrating the correctioésse same shall be on the
bidder when asked to do so.

A In case any manufacturer is aggrievadjrievance redressal comiteie set up under the
Ministry of Steel shall dispose of the complaint in a time bound manner, in four weeks.

A There are provisions in the policy for waivers to all such procurements, where specific grades of
steel are not manufactured in the country, oretlquantities as per the demand of the project
cannot be met through domestic sources.

7

GwSYFAYAY3I nmnm AffF3ISa G2 oS St
Goyal

Gt 26SNI Aa (GKS FdzZ ONMzY | NRdzyR 6 KAOK |y S02aeaiSy
SOSNE OAGATSY 2F LYRALF£® 2 KAf SRIRS {{AIASINR yt32 dAiKNS arly
Conference here today, Minister of State (IC) for Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines,

Shri Piyush Goyal said that the objective of the confeesis to review the work done in the sectors

of power, coal, renewable energy and mining by State Governments/ Union Territories in last six

months. Further, the conference intends to forge new policies for achieving the goal of providing

24x7 quality ancffordable power for all in the stipulated time, upholding Prime Minister of India,

{ KNA bl NBYRN} a2RAQ& GOAaA2Yy 2F WbSg LYRALIQS { KNI

l RRNB&aaAy3d GKS Fdz3dzad 3IFGKSNAY3IZ GKS aAyAadSNI al
gathery 3Q gKAES NBAGSNIGAY3a (GKS NBazfdziazy Gl 1Sy Ay
Vadodara to provide electricity to every household in the country by December 2018. He also noted

that the challenges in achieving 24x7 Power for all are not overngetrathe next 34 months, a

final push is needed to electrify remaining 414 talactrified villages in the country.

Talking about the transparency and accountability that a number of mobile apps and web portals
have brought in the energy sector in ladShri Goyal said that transparency has been a hallmark of
this government. The Minister encouraged the esteemed gathering to put forward a collective,
collaborative and cooperative approach of State and Central Government which will help in creating
a caruption free power sector in the country.

eVIN Project of Health Ministry becomes global best practise in
immunisation

FiveCountry International Delegation meets Health Secretary

Members of a five country international delegation called on Shri i@idkra, Secretary
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, here today. They interacted with the Health Secretary
to learn more about the global best practice of eVIN (electronic vaccine intelligence
network) project of the Health Ministry and to understand haws being implemented in
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the country and the ways in which it be replicated in their own countries. Representatives
from Philippines, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nepal and Thailand are on a visit to India to study
the project. Mr. Jaco Cilliers, Country i@, UNDP and Dr Rakesh Kumar, Addl. Country
Director, UNDP were also present during the meeting.

Shri Mishra said that the Ministry is ready to provide support and collaborate with other
countries to strengthen their capacities and scale up their prograte also stated that this

is a big boost for th®igital IndisandMake in Indianitiatives of the Government. This sets

a benchmark in the field of Immunisation, he said. The delegation shared the experience
from their countries of the immunisation pjects, and expressed the shared view that the
India visit shall enrich them to strengthen their own country programs.

Stating that India has a lot to share in terms of best practices and new learning, Mr. Jaco
Cilliers, Country Director, UNDP stated thatls visits provide an opportunity to other
countries to learn from these best practices of India in the field of immunisation and
strengthen their own programs.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Addl. Country Director, UNDP stated that while the country is working
towardsenhancing the coverage of immunisation, quality of vaccines through maintenance
of the right temperature is also a critical component to for the quality and efficacy of the
vaccines. eVIN is a step towards ensuring that, he stated.

eVIN (Electronic Vac@nintelligence Network) is an indigenously developed technology
system in India that digitizes vaccine stocks and monitors the temperature of the cold chain
through a smartphone application. The innovative eVIN is presently being implemented
called acrossi 6 St S adlFriSa Ay LYRAIF® S+Lb FAYa (2
Universal Immunization Programme by providing fake information on vaccine stocks

and flows, and storage temperatures across all cold chain points in these states. The
technologicalinnovation is implemented by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP).

eVIN aims to strengthen the evidence base for improved paotfiaking in vaccine delivery,
procurement and planning for new antigens in India. eVIN provides an integrated sdioitio
address widespread inequities in vaccine coverage by supporting state governments in
overcoming constraints of infrastructure, monitoring and management information systems
and human resources, often resulting in overstocking and stad& of vaccing in storage
centres.

The integrated solution combines:

T Technologyto facilitate evidencebased decisioimaking by making available online
reaktime information on vaccine stocks and storage temperature through the eVIN
application software antemperature loggers;

" Governance: to ensure efficient vaccine logistics management by systemizing record
keeping through standardizing stock and distribution registers; identifying gaps and
improving clarity on vaccine cold chain network; drawing attentimmnfrastructure
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upgrades; developing standard operating procedures; and encouraging good
practices;

T Human Resourceto empower the state cold chain network by building the
capacities of government cold chain handlers; and deploying vaccine and edtd ch
managers in every district for constant support to estimate vaccine requirements,
supervise cold chain handlers and coordinate with cold chain technicians across the
district.

eVIN empowers the cold chain handlers by building technical capacitiepraniling a
robust decisiormmaking tool for cold chain managers through a complete overview of
vaccine replenishment times, supply and consumption patterns.

By streamlining the vaccine flow network, eVIN is a powerful contribution to strengthening

health systems and ensures equity through easy and timely availability of vaccines to all
children.

KambalaBill to be sentagainto Presidentwith minor modifications

The Union Home Ministry has asked Karnataka to modify the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Karnataka Amendment) Bill, 2017, and resend it for legalising kambala, the
traditional buffalo slush race.

Union Home Ministry has suggested to the government to modify or omit the phrase
osubject to such other conditions as maydrescribed A ysectodzd of section 3, in the

Bill. The phrase opens the window for inclusion of more such sports involving animals
through government notifications in the future, as the Centre was keen to prevent such
powers to the State government.

As peri KS Y2RAFTAOFGA2Y &a2daAKGE {GFrGS 3F20SNYyYSY
races involving animals by notifications in future will be clipped

Background
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The Karnataka Legislative Assembly had cleared the Bill in February 2017. Governor had
referred the Bill to the President for his assent. The Bill seeks to exempt kambala and
bullockcart racing from the ambit of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 1960.

About Kambala

Kambla in its traditional form ison-competitive with buffalo pairs made to race one after
another in paddy fields, which is considered a thanksgiving to the Gods for protecting the
animals from diseases

Over the years, it has however become an organised sport with animal rights activists
claiming that the buffaloes rum the race due to fear of being beaten, which the organisers
dismiss, saying no violence is involved and that several modifications had been made to
ensure that it is an animal friendly event.

Center mulls financial assistance to fisher folk

With aboutfour million peoplet mainly smaklscale and artisanal fishets in India

depending on marine fisheries resources for livelihood, the Centre plans to provide them

financial assistance and introduce norms to improve labour conditions in the sector.

A HoweveE AU @gAff SyadaNB (KIFIGd GKS LYRAFY FAAKA
P'YNBLR2NIOISR FyR ' yNB3dzA F GSRQ oL! !0 FAAKAYy3AS
Fisheries, 2017.

Need for financial assistance:
The Indian marine fisheries account foregonomic wealth of about Rs. 65,000 crore,
accordingtothe policy YSIF yi G2 3dzARS GKS O22NRAYLFGAZ2Y |
marine fisheries during the next 10 years.
A However, fishermen are having difficulties in availing institutional credit to bbintis

implements and crafts, and that the risky nature of returns has led to many fishermen

falling into the debt trap of private financiers and middlemen.
A Therefore, the Centre, with the help of National Bank of Agriculture and Rural

Development, wilprovide financial assistance to fishermen with liberal terms and

conditions.

What is IUU fishing?

GL! ¢ adlryRa F2NJAEES3IIES dzyNEBLR2NILISRI | YR dzy

that breaks fisheries laws or occurs outside the reachsbifiies laws and regulations. An

important part of IUU fishing is illegal fishing, which usually refers to fishing without a

license, fishing in a closed area, fishing with prohibited gear, fishing over a quota, or the

fishing of prohibited species.

A MostoF (GKS 62NXRQa FAaK Aada OFdAKG Ay (GKS yI i
in such areas can range from a licensed vessel fishing more than its allowed catch to a
vessel coming into the zone with no fishing license at all, or even a vessaiarew
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reporting or underreporting their cataheven if the vessel is licensed to catch that
species.

A A lot of unregulated fishing occurs on the high seas. The high seas are international
waters beyond the exclusive economic zone, which extends 200 nauiiesl fnrom the
shoreline, of a coastal state. Patchy regulation, little enforcement, and the vast expanse
of the ocean the high seas cover almost 45 percent of our planebmbine to allow
rampant illegal and unregulated fishing in those areas.

A Even when urggulated fishing on the high seas does not break any national law, it can
KFEF@dS + AA3FYATAOLIY (G KFENXTFdZ AYLI OG 2y YIFNRY
international community needs to develop and implement policy solutions that both
forbid and eradicateéhese activities.

What are the impacts of illegal fishing?
lllegal fishing adversely affects legitimate commercial fishers as well as fish populations.
lllegal fishers avoid overhead costs, such as licensing fees. They fish without the constraints
accepl SR o0& fS3If FTAAKSNEX 2FaGSy FlrLftairfe R20dzy:e
320608y OFGOK® LftS3aAFtf FTAAKSNAQ FOlAz2ya O2vyal
operate without the costs of doing business legally or the stricturdslimiwing established
policies and laws.
A Also, because illegal fishers do not report catch, their fishing activities affect the
accuracy of official fish catch and stock estimates. This adversely affects how fisheries
are managed because regulatory bodiess reported catches and stock estimates to
set catch limits and otherwise manage fish populations. Thus, because the real volume
of fish caught is unknown, it is very difficult to effectively manage fisheries where illegal
fishing is taking place.
A Finally illegal fishing often causes grave environmental damage, especially when
vessels use prohibited gear, such as driftnets, that catches no target species (including
sharks, turtles or dolphins) or physically damages or destroys reefs, seamounts, and
other vulnerable marine ecosystems.

Industry-Academia Collaborative Mission for accelerating discovery
research to early development for biopharmaceuticals

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for Indastigmia
CollaborativeMission for accelerating discovery research to early development for
biopharmaceutical§d L Yy 2 @ S Ay LYRAIF émMo0 SYLRGSNAY3
FOOSt SN GAY3A AyOfdzZAA DS Ayy20FGA2yé (G2 065 Fdzy

What you need to know?

The Mssion will bemplemented by Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council
(BIRAC] a Public Sector Undertaking of Department of Biotechnology (DBT).
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A The Mission Program would be a Fadia program. The key focus areas of the
program would aid inNB LI NAY 3 LYRAFQa GSOKy2f 23AO0Ff |
capabilities in the biopharmaceutical sector to a level that it is globally competitive over
thenextlGmp &SI NB YR gAff OGNIyaF2N¥Y GKS KSI
through affordable produicdevelopment.

A Total project cost to be funded by Government of India is Rs. 1500 crore for five years.
50% cost for the Mission Programme will be arranged through the World Bank loan.

A For the implementation, a Programme Management Unit will be set upRAB which
will work as an operational and functional arm that oversees and monitors program
implementation and progress.

A The Mission will focus on Development of specific prodgataccines, biotherapeutics,
medical devices and diagnostics; establishnarghared infrastructure and facilities;
building and strengthening domain specific knowledge and management skills; creating
and enhancing technology transfer capabilities in public and private sector.

A The Mission will provide a holistic and integratgaproach to strengthen and support
the entire product development value chain for accelerating the research leads to
product development. This will help not only in immediate product development
addressing public health needs, but will also help to creaecosystem which will
facilitate development of a continuous pipeline of products.

A

Cabinetapproves amendment of the Public Premises (Eviction of

Unauthorized Occupants) Act, 1971

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for amendment in Section Seatibn 3 of the

Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized Occupants) Act, 1971 (PPE Act, 1971), by inserting
RSTAYAGAZ2Y 2F WNBAARSYUGAlFf | O02YY2RI A2y 20C
FYR AYAaSNIAYy3 LINRPOJAaNDBEA REVIAG Xy 3 OD2 YYZRO i A 2
a new subsection 3B below subection 3A of Section 3 of the Act.

What you need to know?

The amendment will facilitate smooth and speedy eviction of unauthorized occupants from
government residences. Thamendment will enable the Estate officer to apply summary
proceedings for evicting unauthorized occupants from residential accommodations allotted
for a fixed tenure or for a period he/she holds office on the basis of an order of allotment on
license basisas norvacation of such residences leads to unavailability of houses to new
incumbents.

A As a consequence to these amendments, Government of India can now ensure that the
unauthorized occupants are evicted from government residence in a speedy and
smoothmanner and the vacated accommodations are made available to eligible Govt.
employees thus reducing the waiting period.

A The beneficiaries include the employees of the Central Government offices who are
eligible for General Pool Residential AccommodatiorRi&Rand waiting for the
maturity of their turn.
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Background

The Government of India has to evict unauthorized occupants from Government
accommodations under the provisions of PPE Act, 1971. However, the eviction proceedings
take unusually long time, theby reducing the availability of govt. accommodations to new
incumbents.

Cabinet approves Paindia implementation of Maternity Benefit
Program

The Union Cabinet has givengast facto approval to Pamdia implementation of

Maternity Benefit Programwvhich now has been extended to all districts of the country.

A The total cost of the proposal for the period from 01.01.2017 to 31.03.2020 including
Central and State Government share is Rs.12,661crore.

What you need to know about the Maternity Bendgfitogram?

The Maternity Benefit Program will providempensation for the wage loss in terms of cash
incentivesso that the women can take adequate rest before and after delivery and not be
deprived of proper nutrition.

It is acentrally sponsored schenaad the cost sharing between Centre and states is 60:40

for all the states and union territories (with legislature), 90:10 for NER and Himalayan States
and 100% Centre share for union territories without legislatures.

Objective of the Scheme

A To provide patral compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash incentives so that
the woman can take adequate rest before and after delivery of the first living child.

A The cash incentives provided would lead to improved health seeking behaviour
amongst the Pregnaiomen and Lactating Mother (PW&LM) to reduce the effects of
under-nutrition namely stunting, wasting and other related problems.

Target Group

All eligible Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM), excluding the Pregnant

Women and Lactating Mothers whare in regular employment with the Central

Government or State Government or Public Sector Undertakings or those who are in receipt

of similar benefits under any law for the time being. It has been decided to give the benefit

of Rs.5000/to PW&LM in thee installment for the birth of the first live child by MWCD and

the remaining cash incentive as per approved norms towards Maternity Benefit under

existing programmes after institutional delivery so that on an average, a woman will get
6000/-.

Signifi@ance of this scheme
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LYRAIFQ& YFGSNYyFf YR AYyFrLyd Y2NIFfAGE AYRAOL
undernourished and every second woman is anaemic, government statistics show. An
undernourished woman would likely give birth to a leweight baby. Aper the UN

Millennium Development Goals Report 2014, India recorded the highest number of

maternal deaths in the preceding year, and accounted for 17% of global deaths due to
pregnancy and childbirthrelated complications (some 50,000 of 2.89 lakh sudithie

worldwide).

Less than 40% of births in India are institutional deliveries. Data from the Registrar General

of India, Sample Registration System (BRE) show a recent decline in Maternal Mortality

Ratios (MMR} from 212 per 100,000 live births in @009 to 167 per 100,000 live births

iN2013131 6dzi GKSNBQa | f2y3 gle (2 32 abtAtfo ¢K
births, according to SRS 2013.

New curbs on cattle slaughter

In a surprise gazette notification, the environmeninistry has banned cattle slaughter and
introduced restrictions on the sale of cattle to prevent their killing. A gazette

notification, titted Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of Livestock Markets) Rules,

2017 by the Ministry of Environmentpfests and Climate Changtates that no one can

bring cattle to an animal market unless he or she has furnished a written declaration that

the cattle will not be sold for the purpose of slghter. Further, upon sale of cattle, the

animal market committe& A f £ G 1S Iy adzyRSNIF{1Ay3é GKFG 0
purposes and not for slaughter.

Key highlights

A The Rule applies to the whole of India, except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

A Cattle cannot be brought to an animal market for sale for dieig

A Animal Market consists of: Marketplaces where animals are brought from other places
for sale or auction. It includes animal fairs, or areas adjoining a market or a
slaughterhouse.

A Cattle as defined: A bovine animal including bulls, bullocks, covfslds steers,
heifers and calves and includes camels.

A All existing animal markets will have to be registered within three months with the
District Animal Market Monitoring Committee by making an application to the
Committee.

A Cruel and harmful practicesalie been prohibited for animals including, painting of
horns, ear cutting buffaloes, making animals lay on hard ground without proper
bedding.

A Purchaser of cattle cannot sell animal for slaughter or sacrifice the animal for religious
purposes.

A The rule madates the appointment of Veterinary inspectors who shall screen the
animals before they enter the market. The inspector shall also check whether animals
are being transported in trucks which are authorised by law to carry animals.

A The new rules apply ontp animal markets and not to individual cattle buying and
selling by people.
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