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GS -1  

1 Culture 

Basva Jayanti  

India to organize culture festivaƭ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ мрсth anniversary  

YŀǊƳŀǇŀΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŎǳǊōǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Southern {ƻƧƻǳǊƴέ and ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Jewels 

 Exhibition of sculptures returned by Australia   

2 Geography  

Rise and fall of Indian Ocean  

GS -2   

3 polity  

Municipal bonds 

National development Agenda 

SC seeks reply from 6 states on plea to ban cow vigilantes 

ECI EVMs are Non-Tamperable  

Shri Rajnath Singh to chair the Northern Zonal Councilmeeting 

IB-like secrecy norms to be imposed on NTRO staff 
 

4 Government policies, Bills & interventions  

Real estate Act came into force  

 Sampada scheme  

National steel policy 2017  

 Wi-Fi will be soon on board  

 One IP ς two dispensaries  

31 drugs put under price capping by NPPA  

{ǿŀŎƘƘ .ƘŀǊŀǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ψ5ŀǊǿŀȊŀ .ŀƴŘΩ  

 AFSPA gets six-month extension in Manipur 
 
End of Red Beckon culture 
 
Policy for providing preference to domestically manufactured iron & steel 
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4141 Villages to be electrified by 2018 
 
eVIN Project 
 
Kambala Bill 

Financial assistance to fisher folk 

Development for biopharmaceuticals 

Cabinet approves amendment of the public premises Act, 1971 

Pan ς India implementation of maternity benefit Program 

New curbs on cattle slaughter 

5 social Justice  

 Food fortification to tackle malnutrition 

 Swatch surveksham 

 hŘƛǎƘŀΩǎ {ǳŀƭƎƛǊƛΣ {ǿŀƭƎƛǊƛ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ bƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ /ŀǎǘŜǎ 

 Mission Indradhanush 

Swatch Pakhwada by Min of Textiles 

άwŀǎƘǘǊƛȅŀ {ǿŀŎƘƘŀǘŀ YŜƴŘǊŀέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ά{ǿŀŎƘƘ .ƘŀǊŀǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ŀǘ DŀƴŘƘƛ {ƳǊƛǘƛ  

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) 

DIPP & WIPO to set up Technology and Innovation Support Centers 

Taxes on processed food  

Survival of newborns: India ranks lower than Somalia 
 

6 GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Skill councils have conflict of interests 

Public affairs index  

Seva App 

7 India & its neighborhood 

India ς Pakistan 

India ς Srilanka 

India ς Palestine  
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India - Bangladesh 

South Asia Satellite ς GSAT 9  

OBOR summit  

Minesweeper deal to be inked soon 

 

8 Bilateral & Multilateral International Institutions  

LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ƘŜŀŘ ¦bΩǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ  

 Annual meet of AfDB 

 G7 Summit  

India - Germany 

India ς japan  

     Cooperation on railway safety  

     WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀōŀƘŀǊ ǇƻǊǘ  

India Turkey inks 3 agreement  

British PM Theresa May signed letter to trigger Brexit from EU 

Urea manufacturing plant in Malaysia 

ADB to set up their regional branch in India 

Project LOTUS 

Officials from Arctic nations to meet amid drilling concerns 

Military exercises  

 

GS ς 3  

9 Economy 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ŘǊǳƎǎ 

Change in WII & LLtΩǎ ōŀǎŜ ȅŜŀǊ  

Doors close on 25-year-old FIPB 

Farm loan waivers in India  

Revision in WPI 
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SEBI launched norms for green bonds 

Bad loans 

SBI launches national hackathon 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ aƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōƻƻǎǘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ό9ƴŜǊƎȅύ  

Dhola Sadiya Bridge 

Tejas express inaugurated between Mumbai and Goa  

PM reviews performance of key infrastructure sectors 

Procurement of Toor from Maharashtra under Price Support Scheme 

Cabinet approves cooperation between Indian and Japan on Railway Safety  

International puōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǎǘǎ DŀƴƎŀ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƛȄ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ нлмтΩ  

GST Council announces GST rates 

Payment Bank 

10Science & technology 

Law cost solar cells using Jamun 

 Measles are back 

Indian Railways to Track Wagons and Coaches with RFID 

Bio ink to treat osteoarthritis ς 3D printing  

  Tarang Sanchar  

  Malware attack 

  Juno discovered earth sized cyclones on Jupiter 

MDR TB  

Large Hardon collider 

Brahmos Test fired  

Development of synthetic Retina 

  Water to convert methane into methanol 
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11 Environment 

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƛƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜǊȅ  

  Sendai framework on Disaster Risk Reduction 

 GEAC cleared GM Mustard 

 BONN Climate meet  

 Indian star tortoise 

 Chitale committee recommendation on desilting of Ganga River 

 International day on Biodiversity  

Drought in south India 

Water level of 91 major reservoirs of the country goes down by 1 % 

MGNREGA funds to make Sarasvati flow again 

12 Internal Security 

     Samadhan Doctrine to tackle naxals  

     Army to procure 2 Indigenous Akash Missile  

GS ς 4  

13 Ethics and integrity  

World Press Freedom Index 2017 
 

1 Indian Art & culture  

BASAVA Jayanti Celebration  

Who was Basava?  

               Vishwaguru Basavanna was a great revolutionary who established spiritual democracy 

called "Anubhava Mantapa" in the 12th century in India (Anubhava Mantapa - which is also 

called as the "FIRST PARLIAMENT CONCEPT OF THE WORLD". Its lead by Saint 

Allamprabhu), and gave practical solutions to all kind of problems mankind was suffering at that 

time. His teachings are time tested, scientific and proven. Basava-Tatva is never ending 

inspiration to achieve the welfare of mankind. Basava vachanas. 

How it is celebrated?  

The Basava Jayanti Utsav Samiti will organize a three-day programme to mark the 884th birth 

anniversary of the 12th century social reformer Basaveshwara in Kalaburagi from Thursday. 

Samiti president Sharanabasappa Bhusnoor, addressing presspersons here on Wednesday, 

said that cultural events and seminars would be organised to highlight the preachings of 

Basaveshwara during the celebrations. 

http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today dedicated the holy Vachanas ofBasavanna, translated 

into 23 languages, and addressed an event to mark the inauguration of Basava Jayanthi 2017, and 

Golden Jubilee Celebration of Basava Samithi, at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi. 

India to OǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ мрсǘƘ 

Birth Anniversary  

India will organize Tagore cultural Festival in Egypt to mark the 156th birth anniversary of 

Rabindranath Tagore from May 8-12. Tagore Festival will be organized by the Maulana Azad Centre 

for Indian Culture (MACIC), which is the cultural wing of the Indian Embassy in Cairo. The fest will be 

organized in cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Culture, Cairo Opera House, Cultural 

tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ {ŜŎǘƻǊΣ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎΩ DǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ /ommunity Association in Egypt. The festival will 

feature a dance show, film screening, a play and painting competition.  As a part of the festival, a 

ŘŀƴŎŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ƘƛǘǊŀƴƎŀŘŀΨwill be performed by the Kolkata-based 

5ŀƴŎŜǊǎΩ DǳƛƭŘΦ /ƘƛǘǊŀƴƎŀŘŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŎΣ aŀƘŀōƘŀǊŀǘŀΦ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

Tagore visited Egypt as a young adolescent in 1878 and later in 1926. Tagore was impressed by the 

strong literary trends of Egypt. On his visit, he met King Fouad and has interacted with many scholars 

in Alexandria and Cairo. He had an enduring friendship with Egyptian poet Ahmed Shawki and wrote 

a moving eulogy on his death in 1932.  

Tagore had also written about the beautiful relationship between the Nile River and the flourishing 

civilization of Egyptians. Rabindranath Tagore Rabindranath Tagore was a famous Indian poet (1861-

1941). He was the first non-European to receive the Nobel Prize. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for 

Literature in 1913 for his collection of poems, ΨDƛǘŀƴƧŀƭƛΨ. His poetry, novels, plays, short stories and 

essays are world famous and are widely read across the world. He has contributed immensely to 

.ŜƴƎŀƭƛ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ wŀōƛƴŘǊŀƴŀǘƘ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴƛƎƘǘƘƻƻŘ 

protesting against the Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre. Rabindranath Tagore was the youngest son of 

Debendranath Tagore who was associated with the Brahmo Samaj. 

http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
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YŀǊƳŀǇŀΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŎǳǊōǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ  

Urgyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, may be allowed to visit any place in the country, 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ {ƛƪƪƛƳΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
proposal before the Cabinet Committee on Security, a senior government official said here on 
Tuesday. 

The move assumes significance in the ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŀƛ [ŀƳŀΣ ǿƘƻ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘέ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛōŜǘŀƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ 
movement. 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎent Northeast 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŀƛ [ŀƳŀΣ ǿƘƻ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘέ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛōŜǘŀƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ 
movement. 

 Why Ban at monastery? (Background) 

The entry of all three Karmapa claimants has been banned at the Rumtek monastery in East Sikkim 
since 1994, following objections by some prominent teachers of the Kagyu School to recognizing 
Dorje as the 17th Karmapa. 

Lƴ нлммΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ мΦн ŎǊƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ-for foreign currency, including Chinese 
ones, from Gyuto Tantric University and Monastery in Dharamsala. 

The police registered a case against the Karmapa and the then government put more restrictions on 
his travel. 

Who is Karmapa?  

     The Karmapa is the head of the Karma Kagyu School, one of the four main schools of Tibetan 
Buddhism and is based in Dharamsala, his temporal home. He escaped from Tibet in 2000. 

ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ƻƧƻǳǊƴέ and ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ WŜǿŜƭǎέΥ 
 
Á The Indian Railway PSU, Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd (IRCTC) has 

decided to start two new circuits of ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴ aŀƘŀǊŀƧŀǎΩ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
Á ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ƻƧƻǳǊƴέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ WŜǿŜƭǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 

cover prominent destinations in West and South India. 
Á The Southern Sojourn will cover Goa, Hampi, Mysore, Ernakulam, Kumarakom and Trivandrum. 

The Southern Jewels will cover Chettinad, Mahabalipuram, Mysore, Hampi and Goa. 

Ministry of culture and tourism inaugurated an exhibition in view 
of Return of Three stone sculptures from Australia to India  

An exhibitioƴ άwŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŜŜ {ǘƻƴŜ {ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ƛƴ 
National Museum, Janpath, New Delhi.  It has been organised to mark the safe return of 
three stone sculptures (Seated Buddha; Worshippers of Buddha; & Goddess Pratyangira) 
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from Australia to India. These sculptures were purchased by National Gallery of Australia 
from the Nancy Wiener, New York in 2007 and Art of the Past, New York, 2005. 
  
Minister of State (I/C) for Culture and Tourism Dr. Mahesh Sharma inaugurated the 
exhibition yesterday. He attended a special event at National Gallery of Australia (NGA) in 
Canberra, Australia in which Senator Mitch Fifield formally handed over three ancient 
artefacts stolen and smuggled out of India and inadvertently acquired by National Gallery of 
Australia. 
  
Earlier, during the visit of Australian Prime Minister to India in September, 2014, the 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ψ5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ {ƘƛǾŀΩΦ 
  
This exhibition is important as it celebrates the return of rare heritage sculptures that were 
stolen from the country. 

 
  

I.     The statue of Worshippers of the Buddha : (Satavahana, Ist Century  BCE to 2nd Century 
CE, Andhra Pradesh, South India, Lime Stone, size: 96.5x106.7x12.7cm).  This architecture 
piece adorning a stupa (possibly drum slab) is made of limestone. The panel depicts the 
worship of some of the Buddhist symbol (possibly chakrastambha or Bodhi tree but it is 
not visible as the piece is damaged at the top) kept on a throne, below which the 
Buddha-pada are visible. The central objects are flanked by worshipper couples on either 
sides in standing posture. On both the sides, male worshippers are represented first 
followed by the female worshippers. The most probable offering objects held in their 
hands are vases with flower or garlands. This sculpture was unearthed in 1970s during 
the excavation of a Buddhist stupa at Chandavaram (District, Prakasham) in Andhra 
Pradesh. 
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II .  Seated Buddha with large halo : (Kushan, 2nd century CE, Maholi, Mathura, Uttar 
Pradesh Spotted Red sand stone, size: 129.5x101.5x30.5cm). This image represents the 
Buddha seated cross legged (Padmasana) wearing ekansika sanghati (drapery covering 
one shoulder and arrayed with additional pleats). The transparent effect of the cloth is 
apparent through the conspicuous  marking of the navel. The image indicates that the 
right hand was raised in the abhaya mudra (protection pose) and the left rests on the 
thigh. The large halo with a scalped border (hasti nakha) emerges just above the waist. 
He is shown with an urna, pralamba karna (elongated ear-lobes), ushnisha and with a 
filing contemplation on his face. 

  

 
  

III.  Standing Pratyangira : (Chola, 13th Century CE, Tamil Nadu, South India Grey coloured 
granite stone, size: 125.1x55.9x30.5cm). In order to carry out his supreme task of 
preservation, Lord Vishnu took incarnation in the form of Narasimha in which he is 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴ ƪƛƴŘ 
Hiranykashipu, the personification of evil. The deity represented here is a tantric deity 

http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
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who is the female aspect of God Narasimha also known as Narasimhi. She is invoked in 
the Sadhanamala also. She is standing in pralambapadita pose, the face of a roaring and 
furious lion while the body is of a female. Flames are coming out of her head. However, 
the attributes tridents (trisula) and drum (damaru) in her right hands suggest her to 
be Pratyangira, a form of Bhairavi as per Saivite cult. The image was under worship in 
Vriddhachalam temple near Chennai before its theft. 

 

2 Geography  

Indian Ocean Rise and fall 

How is global warming affecting oceans? 

      Since 2004, it has been known that the Indian Ocean has been rising particularly rapidly. 
However, it turned out that this was specific to a smaller stretch called the North Indian 
Ocean, which consists of the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea and a large part of the Indian 
Ocean until the 5 degree S latitude. This is an imaginary line cutting through Indonesia, 
central Africa and Peru. More surprisingly, as a team of oceanographers observed in a 
report published in the March edition of the peer-reviewed Climate Dynamics, the North 
Indian Ocean sea levels actually dipped between 1993 and 2004, at about 0.3 mm per year, 
ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ нллпΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ǿŀǎ с ƳƳ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
for the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean.  

Why did this happen? 

Unlike the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean, the North Indian Ocean is hemmed in on all 
sides, except an outlet on the southern side. This influences the rate at which heat is 
absorbed and flushed out from within the system. According to their calculations, heat was 
moving out slower after 2004 than during the 1990s. Moreover, wind flows, which led to 
warm water welling up on the Indian Ocean surface, changed directions every decade and 
probably influenced sea level patterns. 

What does this imply? 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ 
everywhere. Every year in the last decade has broken temperature records that have held 
for over a century but researchers associated with this study are willing to wager that North 
Indian Ocean levels may see a fall over the next decade (like seen between 1993 and 2004). 
This points to a need for more research to understand the inherent variability of the Indian 
Ocean. This could help sharpen monsoon forecasts and predicting coastal erosion patterns. 
Better understanding of sea level undulations could also inform future reports by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

Does this challenge conventional science? 
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Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǘ ōǳǘ Ŏertainly complicates it. Researchers use various models to 
extrapolate future trends on sea level rise and quantify the risk it poses to coastal 
populations. Several of these model, however, lack the resolution power to capture the 
vagaries of local climate and it is assumed that what is true for one sea will broadly apply to 
the others too. For this study the scientists relied on new data sources--from argo floats and 
satellite-based measurements τ and it indicated numbers at variance from previous 
measurements, from tide gauges. More micro-level data with improved computing power 
would mean better local-level forecasts. 

 

 

3 Polity  

Municipal bonds  

What is a 'Municipal Bond' 

           A municipal bond is a debt security issued by a state, municipality or county to finance 
its capital expenditures, including the construction of highways, bridges or schools. Municipal 
bonds are exempt from federal taxes and from most state and local taxes, making them especially 
attractive to people in high income brackets. In India, First muni bond was issued in 1997 by 
BangaloreMunicipal Corporation 

 

SEBI Guidelines on municipal bonds: Which ULB can issue muni bonds? 
As per the SEBI Regulations, 2015, a municipality or a Corporate Municipal Entity (CME) should meet 
certain conditions: 
 

¶ The ULB should not have negative net worth in any of three immediately preceding financial years. 
¶ Non-default: The municipality should not have defaulted in repayment of debt securities or loans 

obtained from banks or financial institutions during the last 365 days. 

http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
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¶ Now willful defaulter: The corporate municipal entity, its promoter, group company or director(s), 
should not have been named in the list of the willful defaulters published by the RBI or should not 
have defaulted of payment of interest or repayment of principal amount in respect of debt 
instruments issued by it to the public, if any. 
 

 

Why in news?  

Recently, 94 cities across 14 states received credit ratings from agencies such as Crisil as part of their 

preparations for issuing municipal bonds.  

¶ It rated the cities covered under Smart city Mission and AMRUT mission.  

¶ рр ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ Ǝƻǘ άƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŀŘŜέ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎΣ оф ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ 

grade (BBB-). 

 
 

Significance:  

¶ Indian cities revenue is less than 1% of gross domestic product. The net result is that cities 

do not have adequate financial autonomy. 

¶ Low cost of borrowing will be an advantage for the ULBs, whose projects typically have low 

viability, long gestation period and low to moderate cost recovery. Higher the rating of 

corporation, lower is the interest and cost of borrowing. 

¶Municipal Bonds are necessary for the financial independence of the Urban Local Bodies 

 

National Development Agenda  
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bL¢L !ŀȅƻƎΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ноǊŘ !ǇǊƛƭΣ нлмт ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ta 

Narendra Modi, Union Ministers and Chief Ministers of all states. NITI presented the 

roadmap for development which will benefit all the states.  

 

Background: after the abolition of planning commission in the year 2014, a government 

think tank NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) has taken over. Now, NITI Aayog 

has replaced the 5 year plans with 3 year action agenda, 7 year Strategy, Fifteen Year Vision 

The National Development Agenda includes: 

ς Vision: A 15-year-long vision between 2017-18 to 2031-32 that combines national goals 

with international sustainable goals. 

ς Strategy: A 7-year long plan between 2017-18 to 2023-24 to convert border vision into 

implementable policy. 

ς Action Plan: A three year short-term action plan between 2017-18 to 2019-2020 to 

translate policies into action by 2019. 
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SC seeks reply from 6 states on plea to ban cow vigilantes 

 

The Supreme Court on 7 April 2017 sought response from six states, namely 
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh, on a plea 
ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀƴ ƻƴ Ŏƻǿ ǾƛƎƛƭŀƴǘŜ όΨDŀǳ wŀƪǎƘŀΩύ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

 

A bench comprising Justice Dipak Misra and Justice A M Khanwilkar issued notices to 
these states and asked them to file their reply within three weeks. The court sought the 
response from these states during the brief hearing a petition referring to the recent 
incident at Alwar in Rajasthan where a man was killed allegedly by a mob of cow vigilante 
group. 

 

The counsel appearing for the petitioner claimed that the ground-level situation in 
these states was worrisome as the cow vigilante groups were resorting to violence there. 

 

The response of the six states was sought after the Solicitor General Ranjit Kumar, 
appearing on behalf of the Union Government told the bench that formal notices were not 
issued to the states on the plea. The bench has fixed the matter for hearing on 3 May 2017. 

 

Background 
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Earlier on 21 October 2016, the apex court agreed to examine the plea, which sought 
action against cow vigilantes. The plea mentioned that these vigilantes were allegedly 
indulged in violence and committing atrocities against Dalits and minorities. 

 

¶ Activist Tehseen S Poonawalla, in his plea alleged that these groups were committing 
atrocities against Dalits and minorities in the name of protection of cows and other 
bovines and they needed to be regulated and banned in the interest of social 
harmony, public morality and law and order in the country. 

 

¶ The plea filed in the Supreme Court seeks to declare certain clauses of Acts of few 
states as unconstitutional. These acts provide for protection of persons acting in 
good faith under the Act or rules. They are: 

 

¶ Section 12 of the Gujarat Animal Prevention Act, 1954 
 

¶ Section 13 of Maharashtra Animal Prevention Act, 1976 
 

¶ Section 15 of Karnataka Prevention of Cow Slaughter and Cattle Preservation Act, 
1964The plea termed these laws as a catalyst to violence perpetrated by these 
vigilant groups. 

 

¶ Besides, the plea seeks an action against the vigilante. The petition said the atrocities 
committed by these cow vigilantes were punishable under various provisions of IPC 
and under the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of atrocities) Act, 
1989. 

 

ECI EVMs are Non-Tamperable  

The Election Commission, through media, has learnt about a so called demonstration of tampering 

ƻŦ Ψƭƻƻƪ-ŀƭƛƪŜΩ 9±aΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ 

ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ƎŀŘƎŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ψƭƻƻƪǎ-ƭƛƪŜΩ 9CI EVM and demonstrate any Magic or Tampering. Very simply 

put, any 'look-alike'' machine is just a different gadget, which is manifestly designed and made to 

ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǘŀƳǇŜǊŜŘΩ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴϥǎ 

EVMs. It is common sense that gadgets other than ECI EVMs can be programmed to perform in a 

pre-determined way, but it simply cannot be implied that ECI EVMs will behave in the same manner 

because the ECI EVMs are Technically Secured and function under an elaborate Administrative and 

Security Protocol.  Such so called demonstration on extraneous and duplicate gadgets which are not 

owned by the ECI cannot be exploited to influence our Intelligent Citizens & Electorate to assail or 

vilify the EVMs used by the Commission in its electoral process. 

Election Commission of India (ECI) has scheduled an All Political Parties meeting on 12th May 2017 

ŦƻǊ 9±a LǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ wŜŦƻǊƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ tŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ 9/L 9±aǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 9/LΩǎ 
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website (http://eci.nic.in/eci_main1/current/StatusPaperonEVM_09052017.pdf) which gives details 

of Safety and Security Measures taken by ECI to make ECI EVMs non-tamperable. 

Shri Rajnath Singh to chair the Northern Zonal Council meeting to 
be held at Chandigarh on 12th May  

The Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh will chair the 28th meeting of the Northern 

Zonal Council comprising of the States of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, 

Punjab, Rajasthan, National Capital Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh. The 

meeting is to be held at Chandigarh on May 12, 2017. The Chief Ministers in the zone, some 

Ministers, Chief Secretaries and senior officers from the State Governments and Central 

Government will attend the meeting.  

 

The 27th meeting of the Northern Zonal Council was held at New Delhi on April 25, 2015. In 

this meeting, 25 items were taken up, out of which 14 items were disposed of. The 17th 

meeting of the Standing Committee of the Northern Zonal Council was held on the May 26, 

2016 at Srinagar to scrutinize the agenda for this meeting. In that meeting 35 agenda items 

were taken up, out of which 28 items were resolved at the level of the Standing Committee. 

18 items (including sub-items) will be taken up for discussion and decisions in the 28th 

meeting of Northern Zonal Council.  

 

Five Zonal Councils viz. Central, Western, Northern, Southern and Eastern have been 

established under the State Reorganization Act, 1956. These Zonal Councils are advisory 

bodies and may discuss any matter in which some or all of the States represented in a 

Council, or the Union and one or more of the States represented in a Council, have a 

common interest and advise the Central Government and the Government of each State 

concerned as to the action to be taken on any such matter. In particular, a Zonal Council 

may discuss, and make recommendations with regard to any matter of common interest in 

the field of economic and social planning; any matter concerning border disputes, linguistic 

minorities or inter-State transport; and any matter connected with, or arising out of, the 

reorganization of the States.  

 

The Zonal Councils aim to discuss and resolve many substantive issues of development 

concerning regional interest and national programmes through its consultative mechanism.  

 

  

 

IB-like secrecy norms to be imposed on NTRO staff 
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National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO), the Central agency looking after technical 
surveillance, will now be bound by secrecy norms just like Intelligence Bureau (IB) and 
Research & Analyses Wing (RAW), with its staff restricted from speaking about the structure 
and functioning of the organisation. 
Á In this regard, the Home Ministry has issued a notification listing NTRO under The 

Intelligence Organisations (Restriction of Rights) Act, 1985, a demand being made by 
the organisation for over a decade now. 

  

Implications of this move 
The inclusion of NTRO in the Schedule under the Intelligence Organisations (Restriction of 
Rights) Act, 1985 will insulate it from answering queries under the Right to Information Act. 
The agency can decline RTI queries on its structure, functioning, personnel and organisation 
affairs by invoking Section 6 of the Act. 
Á Under Section 6 of the Intelligence Organisations (Restriction of Rights) Act, 1985, no 

member of a scheduled intelligence agency can communicate with the press or publish 
or cause to be published any book, letter, pamphlet, poster or other document except 
with the prior permission of the head of the intelligence organisation. 

Á The member also cannot use the name of his organisation for purposes not authorised 
by the head or in any other manner except for purposes relating to the official work 
and functioning of the organisation itself. 

Á Any person who contravenes the aforesaid provisions will be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine which may 
extend to Rs 2,000 or with both. 

  

What you need to know about NTRO? 
The NTRO was created after the 1999 Kargil conflict as a dedicated technical intelligence 
agency. It has been fighting tooth and nail to get included in the list as it has the right to 
lawfully intercept and monitor communications externally. It reports to the PMO and the 
NSA. 
  

4 Government policies, Bills & interventions  

Real Estate Act comes into effect 

The Real Estate Act which aims to protect the interests of homebuyers by ensuring 

transparency has come into effect. The Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation 

(HUPA) has asked all the states and Union Territories to implement the Act with letter and 

spirit. Since land is a state subject, real estate sector comes within the ambit of the state 

governments.  

The Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Bill, 2016 was passed by Parliament in March 

last year. Partially, the act came into force on 1 May last year with 59 of 92 notified sections 

of the act coming into force. The remaining provisions have come into the force now. 
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Already the act has been notified by 13 states and Union Territories including Andhra 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Delhi, Daman and Diu. 

SAMPADA Scheme 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved re-structuring the schemes of the 

Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) under new Central Sector Scheme called as 

SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-Processing 

Clusters) for the time period 2016-20. Salient Highlights SAMPADA is an umbrella scheme 

incorporating ongoing schemes of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) such 

as Mega Food Parks, Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure, Food Safety 

and Quality Assurance Infrastructure, etc. It will also incorporate the new schemes like 

Infrastructure for Agro-processing Clusters, Creation of Backward and Forward Linkages, as 

well as Creation / Expansion of Food Processing & Preservation Capacities. SAMPADA with 

an allocation of Rs. 6,000 crore is expected to benefit 20 lakh farmers and generate 5, 

30,500 direct and indirect employment opportunities in the country by the year 2019-20. 

The objective of SAMPADA is to supplement agriculture, modernize processing of Agri 

products and decrease their wastage. 

Significance:  

The new umbrella scheme gives renewed thrust to the food processing sector in the 

country. It aims to develop modern infrastructure to facilitate entrepreneurs to set up food 

processing units based on cluster approach and provide effective and seamless backward 

and forward integration for processed food industry. It proposes to achieve this by plugging 

gaps in supply chain and development of infrastructure facilities for processing and 

preservation and modernization of existing food processing units. As a result, SAMAPADA 

will result in the creation of modern infrastructure coupled with efficient supply chain 

management from farm gate to a retail outlet. It would provide better prices to farmers and 

would help in doubling their incomes. Implementation of the scheme will result in creating 

huge employment opportunities, especially in rural areas. From the perspective of the 

consumer, it would promote the availability of safe and convenient processed foods at an 

affordable price. 

Other initiatives to boost Food Processing industry  

The government has allowed 100% FDI in trading including through e-commerce with 

respect to food products manufactured and produced in India.  

The Governments has created a Special Fund of Rs. 2000 crore in NABARD to provide credit 

at the concessional rate of interest to designated food parks and agro-processing units in 

the designated food parks. 

Food and agroςbased processing units and cold chain infrastructure have been placed under 

the ambit of Priority Sector Lending (PSL). 

National steel policy 2017  

http://www.upsccivilservices.com/
http://www.pragnyaias.com/


 

Pragnya IAS Academy               www.upsccivilservices.com   +91 9880487071 Page 20 
Delhi, Hyderabad & Bangalore         www.pragnyaias.com                   +91 9880486671 

                    Union Cabinet has given its approval for National Steel Policy (NSP) 2017 which 
enshrines the long term vision of the Government to give impetus to the steel sector. NSP 
2017 seeks to enhance domestic steel consumption, ensure high quality steel production 
and create a technologically advanced and globally competitive steel industry. 

 

Key features of the NSP 2017: 

¶ Create self-sufficiency in steel production by providing policy support & guidance to 
private manufacturers, MSME steel producers, CPSEs 

¶ Encourage adequate capacity additions 
¶ Development of globally competitive steel manufacturing capabilities 
¶ Cost-efficient production 
¶ Domestic availability of iron ore, coking coal & natural gas 
¶ Facilitating foreign investment 
¶ Asset acquisitions of raw materials 
¶ Enhancing the domestic steel demand 

Highlights 

¶ Indian steel sector has grown rapidly over the past few years (Production in 2016-17= 
100 MT) 

¶ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŜŜƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ƎƭƻōŀƭƭȅΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ н҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ D5tΦ 
¶ NSP 2017 aspires to achieve 300MT of steel-making capacity by 2030. 
¶ It seeks to increase consumption of steel and major segments are infrastructure, 

automobiles and housing. 
¶ Steel Ministry will facilitate R&D in the sector through the establishment of Steel 

Research and Technology Mission of India (SRTMI). 
¶ With the roll out of the National Steel Policy-2017, it is envisaged that the industry will 

be steered in creating an environment for promoting domestic steel and thereby 
ensuring a scenario where production meets the anticipated pace of growth in 
consumption. 

Background 

¶ Steel is one of the most important products in the modern world and forms the 
backbone to any industrial economy. 

¶ The sector is of strategic importance to India due to its extensive application right from 
construction, infrastructure, and power, aerospace and industrial machinery to 
consumer products. 

¶ Owing to the strategic importance of the sector along with the need to have a robust 
and restructured policy in present scenario, the new NSP, 2017 became imminent. 

¶ Though, National Steel Policy 2005 sought to indicate ways and means of consolidating 
the gains flowing out of the then economic order and charted out a road map for 
sustained and efficient growth of the Indian steel industry, it required adaptation in 
view of the recent developments unfolding in India and also worldwide. 
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WI-FI on board soon  

 Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has sent a revised proposal that will enable in-
flight access to voice, data and video services. 

Background: 
            The idea was initially floated by the communications ministry. The Home Ministry had 
raised concerns about security agencies being able to monitor data and voice transmission 
in the initial proposal floated by DoT under the Communication Ministry. However, the 
revised proposal has addressed the issue of flight data monitoring. 
                At present, both domestic and international passengers are unable to use in-flight 
Internet services over Indian airspace. Even international airlines that offer such a facility to 
its passengers have to discontinue the service while the aircraft is flying over the Indian 
airspace. 
  

Which laws need to be amended? 
The Centre will need to amend the Telegraph Act, 1885, as well as the related Indian 

Telegraphy Rules to provide on-board Wi-Fi services 

 

ONE IP- TWO DISPENSARIES SCHEME AND AADHAAR BASED 
ONLINE CLAIM SUBMISSION FOR SOCIAL SECURITY  

Why in News? 

¶ Minister of State for Labour and Employment, launched two schemes namely; One IP- Two 
Dispensaries and Aadhaar based Online Claim Submission. Highlight of the Schemes 

¶ Two Dispensaries schemes of ESIC has given an option to an Insured Person (IP) to choose two 
dispensaries, one for self and another for family through an employer. 

¶ It will benefit all IPs, especially migrant workers who are working in other than home State. 

¶ Moreover, Aadhaar based online Claim Submission scheme will provide an easy PF (Provident 
Fund) final settlement under EPFO 

31 drugs put under price capping by NPPA  
 

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has capped the prices of 31 more drugs. 
 
Á The notification brings under price control intrauterine devices used for birth control; Factor 

VIII, a life-saving medicine for haemophilic patients; morphine, a pain killer; and rifampcin, a 
powerful antibiotic used to treat infections such as tuberculosis and leprosy. 
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Á With these 31 drugs, the NPPA has brought 791 medicines under price control. There are 829 
drugs on the National List of Essential Medicines, 2015, all of which will be brought under price 
control. 

 
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

              An independent body of experts, in Ministry of chemicals and fertilizers was formed by 
Government of India at 1997. 
The organization is also entrusted with the task of recovering amounts overcharged by 
manufacturers for the controlled drugs from the consumers. It also monitors the prices of 
decontrolled drugs in order to keep them at reasonable levels 
 

Swachh Bharat Mission to go all out fƻǊ Ψ5ŀǊǿŀȊŀ .ŀƴŘΩ  
 
      Amitabh Bachchan led Toilet Usage Campaign set for national launch  

Á For promotion of toilet usage across the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ villages, the Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation has come out with an aggressive new campaign called Darwaza Band starting 
tomorrow, May 30th, 2017. 

Á Iconic actor, Shri Amitabh Bachchan, who leads the campaign, is proposed to be joined by 
Union Minister for Drinking Water and Sanitation, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Shri 
Parameswaran Iyer, and other dignitaries at the formal launch event in Mumbai tomorrow. 
Champion functionaries from the State will also be awarded on the occasion. 

Á The campaign has been supported by the World Bank and is being rolled out countrywide 
immediately after the launch. It is designed to encourage behaviour change in men who have 
toilets but are not using them. The campaign also features actor, Ms Anushka Sharma, who will 
be seen encouraging women to stand up for this issue in their villages and assume a leadership 
role. 

 

 

AFSPA gets six-month extension in Manipur 
  

The Manipur Cabinet has decided to extend the Disturbed Areas Act for another period of six 
months to facilitate the imposition of the AFSPA except in seven Assembly segments in Imphal. The 
government had lifted the AFSPA from these segments on August 12, 2004. 
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What you need to know? 
              In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 3 of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 
1958, the Governor of Manipur declares the entire state of Manipur, excluding the Imphal Municipal 
Area, as ά5ƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ !ǊŜŀέΦ 
  

What is AFSPA? 

AFSPA, enacted in 1958, gives powers to the army and state and central police forces to shoot to kill, 
search houses and destroy any property that is άƭƛƪŜƭȅέ to be used by insurgents in areas declared as 
άŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘέ by the home ministry. 
Á The Act provides army personnel with safeguards against malicious, vindictive and frivolous 

prosecution. 
Á Security forces can άŀǊǊŜǎǘ without ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘέ a person, who has committed or even άŀōƻǳǘ to 

commit a cognizable ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜέ even on άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴέΦ 
  

What are ΨŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΩ areas? 
The state or central government considers those areas as ΨŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΩ άōȅ reason of differences or 
disputes between members of different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 
Note: Entire Assam is also declared as disturbed area  

 

Government banned red beacons on all VIP vehicles, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ taΩǎΣ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ 

 

¶ The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 19 April 2017 decided 
to ban the use of red beacons symbols on the vehicles of VIPs. The decision says that 
Ministers and officials in the Central government will not be able to use red beacons 
on their official vehicles from 1 May 2017. 

 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ōŀƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ Řƛgnitaries such as the 
President, Prime Minister and the Chief Justice of India. However, a certain category 
of institutions is exempted from the ban and they are ambulances and vehicles of 
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the fire service, police, and army. They will be allowed to use blue flashing beacons 
to cut through traffic. 

 

¶ During the cabinet meet the Rule 108 (I) and 108 (II) of the Motor Vehicles Act that 
allows central and state governments to permit red beacons for dignitaries was 
scrapped. As per the existing norms, the President, Vice President and Prime 
Minister along with several dignitaries like the Lok Sabha Speaker, Chief Justice of 
India, Chief Ministers, Governors, Chief Justices of High Courts, Supreme Court 
judges and Leader of Opposition were allowed red beacons. 
 

¶ The move is aimed at eradicating VVIP culture in the country and was taken with the 
spirit of new India where every Indian is special and a VIP. 

 
  Earlier, the Supreme Court of India had asked all state governments to restrict the list of 
VIPs who are allowed beacons on their vehicles. After which some state governments 
barred the use of red beacons. Example, after winning the assembly elections, Chief 
Ministers of Uttar Pradesh and Punjab namely Yogi Adityanath and Captain Amarinder Singh 
respectively decided to remove beacons from the vehicles of ministers as well as 
government vehicles. Even, they ordered that the beacons will not be available on the 
vehicles of the Chief Ministers. 

 

 
Policy for providing preference to domestically manufactured iron 
& steel products in government procurement 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the policy for providing preference to domestically 
manufactured iron & steel products on Government procurement. 

Á ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ taΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨaŀƪŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
building and encourage domestic manufacturing. 
 

 
 
What you need to know about the new policy? 
Á The policy mandates to provide preference to Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products 

(DMI&SP), in Government Procurement. 
Á The policy is applicable on all government tenders where price bid is yet to be opened. 
Á The policy provides a minimum value addition of 15% in notified steel products which are 

covered under preferential procurement. 
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Á In order to provide flexibility, Ministry of Steel may review specified steel products and the 
minimum value addition criterion. 

Á While implementing who shall provide the policy, it poses trust on each domestic manufacturer 
who shall provide self-certification to the procuring Government agency declaring that the iron 
& steel products are domestically manufactured in terms of the domestic value addition 
prescribed. 

Á It shall not normally be the responsibility of procuring agency to verify the correctness of the 
claim. In few cases, the onus of demonstrating the correctness-of the same shall be on the 
bidder when asked to do so. 

Á In case any manufacturer is aggrieved, a grievance redressal committee set up under the 
Ministry of Steel shall dispose of the complaint in a time bound manner, in four weeks. 

Á There are provisions in the policy for waivers to all such procurements, where specific grades of 
steel are not manufactured in the country, or the quantities as per the demand of the project 
cannot be met through domestic sources. 

 
άwŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ пмпм ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ нлмуέΥ {ƘǊƛ tƛȅǳǎƘ 
Goyal  
 
άtƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŎǊǳƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ-Řŀȅ {ǘŀǘŜ tƻǿŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ 
Conference here today, Minister of State (IC) for Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines, 
Shri Piyush Goyal said that the objective of the conference is to review the work done in the sectors 
of power, coal, renewable energy and mining by State Governments/ Union Territories in last six 
months. Further, the conference intends to forge new policies for achieving the goal of providing 
24x7 quality and affordable power for all in the stipulated time, upholding Prime Minister of India, 
{ƘǊƛ bŀǊŜƴŘǊŀ aƻŘƛΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨbŜǿ LƴŘƛŀΩΣ {ƘǊƛ Dƻȅŀƭ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ  
 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳƎǳǎǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨhǳǘŎƻƳŜ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ 
gatheriƴƎΩ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ {ǘŀǘŜ tƻǿŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
Vadodara to provide electricity to every household in the country by December 2018. He also noted 
that the challenges in achieving 24x7 Power for all are not over yet and in the next 3-4 months, a 
final push is needed to electrify remaining 4141 un-electrified villages in the country.  
 
Talking about the transparency and accountability that a number of mobile apps and web portals 
have brought in the energy sector in India, Shri Goyal said that transparency has been a hallmark of 
this government. The Minister encouraged the esteemed gathering to put forward a collective, 
collaborative and cooperative approach of State and Central Government which will help in creating 
a corruption free power sector in the country.  
 

eVIN Project of Health Ministry becomes global best practise in 
immunisation  
 
Five-Country International Delegation meets Health Secretary  

Members of a five country international delegation called on Shri C K Mishra, Secretary 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, here today. They interacted with the Health Secretary 
to learn more about the global best practice of eVIN (electronic vaccine intelligence 
network) project of the Health Ministry and to understand how it is being implemented in 
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the country and the ways in which it be replicated in their own countries. Representatives 
from Philippines, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nepal and Thailand are on a visit to India to study 
the project. Mr. Jaco Cilliers, Country Director, UNDP and Dr Rakesh Kumar, Addl. Country 
Director, UNDP were also present during the meeting. 

Shri Mishra said that the Ministry is ready to provide support and collaborate with other 
countries to strengthen their capacities and scale up their programs. He also stated that this 
is a big boost for the Digital India and Make in India initiatives of the Government. This sets 
a benchmark in the field of Immunisation, he said. The delegation shared the experience 
from their countries of the immunisation projects, and expressed the shared view that the 
India visit shall enrich them to strengthen their own country programs. 

Stating that India has a lot to share in terms of best practices and new learning, Mr. Jaco 
Cilliers, Country Director, UNDP stated that such visits provide an opportunity to other 
countries to learn from these best practices of India in the field of immunisation and 
strengthen their own programs. 

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Addl. Country Director, UNDP stated that while the country is working 
towards enhancing the coverage of immunisation, quality of vaccines through maintenance 
of the right temperature is also a critical component to for the quality and efficacy of the 
vaccines. eVIN is a step towards ensuring that, he stated. 

eVIN (Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network) is an indigenously developed technology 
system in India that digitizes vaccine stocks and monitors the temperature of the cold chain 
through a smartphone application. The innovative eVIN is presently being implemented 
called across ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΦ Ŝ±Lb ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
Universal Immunization Programme by providing real-time information on vaccine stocks 
and flows, and storage temperatures across all cold chain points in these states. The 
technological innovation is implemented by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

eVIN aims to strengthen the evidence base for improved policy-making in vaccine delivery, 
procurement and planning for new antigens in India. eVIN provides an integrated solution to 
address widespread inequities in vaccine coverage by supporting state governments in 
overcoming constraints of infrastructure, monitoring and management information systems 
and human resources, often resulting in overstocking and stock-outs of vaccines in storage 
centres. 

The integrated solution combines: 

¶ Technology: to facilitate evidence-based decision-making by making available online 
real-time information on vaccine stocks and storage temperature through the eVIN 
application software and temperature loggers;  

¶ Governance: to ensure efficient vaccine logistics management by systemizing record 
keeping through standardizing stock and distribution registers; identifying gaps and 
improving clarity on vaccine cold chain network; drawing attention to infrastructure 
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upgrades; developing standard operating procedures; and encouraging good 
practices;  

¶ Human Resources: to empower the state cold chain network by building the 
capacities of government cold chain handlers; and deploying vaccine and cold chain 
managers in every district for constant support to estimate vaccine requirements, 
supervise cold chain handlers and coordinate with cold chain technicians across the 
district. 

 eVIN empowers the cold chain handlers by building technical capacities and providing a 
robust decision-making tool for cold chain managers through a complete overview of 
vaccine replenishment times, supply and consumption patterns. 

 By streamlining the vaccine flow network, eVIN is a powerful contribution to strengthening 
health systems and ensures equity through easy and timely availability of vaccines to all 
children. 

 
Kambala Bill to be sent again to President with minor modifications 
  

The Union Home Ministry has asked Karnataka to modify the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (Karnataka Amendment) Bill, 2017, and resend it for legalising kambala, the 
traditional buffalo slush race. 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΚ 

Union Home Ministry has suggested to the government to modify or omit the phrase 
άsubject to such other conditions as may be prescribedέ ƛƴ ǎǳō-section 2 of section 3, in the 
Bill. The phrase opens the window for inclusion of more such sports involving animals 
through government notifications in the future, as the Centre was keen to prevent such 
powers to the State government. 

As per ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳƎƘǘΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƻǊ 
races involving animals by notifications in future will be clipped. 

Background 
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The Karnataka Legislative Assembly had cleared the Bill in February 2017. Governor had 
referred the Bill to the President for his assent. The Bill seeks to exempt kambala and 
bullock-cart racing from the ambit of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 1960. 

 About Kambala 

Kambla in its traditional form is non-competitive with buffalo pairs made to race one after 
another in paddy fields, which is considered a thanksgiving to the Gods for protecting the 
animals from diseases. 

Over the years, it has however become an organised sport with animal rights activists 
claiming that the buffaloes run in the race due to fear of being beaten, which the organisers 
dismiss, saying no violence is involved and that several modifications had been made to 
ensure that it is an animal friendly event. 

Center mulls financial assistance to fisher folk 
  

With about four million people τ mainly small-scale and artisanal fishers τ in India 
depending on marine fisheries resources for livelihood, the Centre plans to provide them 
financial assistance and introduce norms to improve labour conditions in the sector. 
Á HoweverΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ΨLƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ 
¦ƴǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘΩ όL¦¦ύ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ aŀǊƛƴŜ 
Fisheries, 2017. 

  

Need for financial assistance: 
The Indian marine fisheries account for an economic wealth of about Rs. 65,000 crore, 
according to the policy τ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
marine fisheries during the next 10 years. 
Á However, fishermen are having difficulties in availing institutional credit to buy fishing 

implements and crafts, and that the risky nature of returns has led to many fishermen 
falling into the debt trap of private financiers and middlemen. 

Á Therefore, the Centre, with the help of National Bank of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, will provide financial assistance to fishermen with liberal terms and 
conditions. 

  

What is IUU fishing? 
άL¦¦έ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ǳƴǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ L¦¦ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
that breaks fisheries laws or occurs outside the reach of fisheries laws and regulations. An 
important part of IUU fishing is illegal fishing, which usually refers to fishing without a 
license, fishing in a closed area, fishing with prohibited gear, fishing over a quota, or the 
fishing of prohibited species. 
Á Most oŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ 

in such areas can range from a licensed vessel fishing more than its allowed catch to a 
vessel coming into the zone with no fishing license at all, or even a vessel crew not 
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reporting or underreporting their catchτeven if the vessel is licensed to catch that 
species. 

Á A lot of unregulated fishing occurs on the high seas. The high seas are international 
waters beyond the exclusive economic zone, which extends 200 nautical miles from the 
shoreline, of a coastal state. Patchy regulation, little enforcement, and the vast expanse 
of the oceanτthe high seas cover almost 45 percent of our planetτcombine to allow 
rampant illegal and unregulated fishing in those areas. 

Á Even when unregulated fishing on the high seas does not break any national law, it can 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴǎΦ {ƻΣ ǘƘŜ 
international community needs to develop and implement policy solutions that both 
forbid and eradicate these activities. 

  

What are the impacts of illegal fishing? 
Illegal fishing adversely affects legitimate commercial fishers as well as fish populations. 
Illegal fishers avoid overhead costs, such as licensing fees. They fish without the constraints 
accepǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦŀƭǎƛŦȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ άƭŀǳƴŘŜǊέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƭƭ-
ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŎŀǘŎƘΦ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŦŀƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
operate without the costs of doing business legally or the strictures of following established 
policies and laws. 
Á Also, because illegal fishers do not report catch, their fishing activities affect the 

accuracy of official fish catch and stock estimates. This adversely affects how fisheries 
are managed because regulatory bodies use reported catches and stock estimates to 
set catch limits and otherwise manage fish populations. Thus, because the real volume 
of fish caught is unknown, it is very difficult to effectively manage fisheries where illegal 
fishing is taking place. 

Á Finally, illegal fishing often causes grave environmental damage, especially when 
vessels use prohibited gear, such as driftnets, that catches no target species (including 
sharks, turtles or dolphins) or physically damages or destroys reefs, seamounts, and 
other vulnerable marine ecosystems. 

  

Industry-Academia Collaborative Mission for accelerating discovery 
research to early development for biopharmaceuticals 
  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for Industry-Academia 
Collaborative Mission for accelerating discovery research to early development for 
biopharmaceuticals ς άLƴƴƻǾŀǘŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ όмоύ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ōƛƻǘŜŎƘ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ϧ 
ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΦ 
  

What you need to know? 
 
The Mission will be implemented by Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 
(BIRAC) ς a Public Sector Undertaking of Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 
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Á The Mission Program would be a Pan-India program. The key focus areas of the 
program would aid in pǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
capabilities in the biopharmaceutical sector to a level that it is globally competitive over 
the next 10-мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
through affordable product development. 

Á Total project cost to be funded by Government of India is Rs. 1500 crore for five years. 
50% cost for the Mission Programme will be arranged through the World Bank loan. 

Á For the implementation, a Programme Management Unit will be set up at BIRAC which 
will work as an operational and functional arm that oversees and monitors program 
implementation and progress. 

Á The Mission will focus on Development of specific products ς vaccines, biotherapeutics, 
medical devices and diagnostics; establishment of shared infrastructure and facilities; 
building and strengthening domain specific knowledge and management skills; creating 
and enhancing technology transfer capabilities in public and private sector. 

Á The Mission will provide a holistic and integrated approach to strengthen and support 
the entire product development value chain for accelerating the research leads to 
product development. This will help not only in immediate product development 
addressing public health needs, but will also help to create an ecosystem which will 
facilitate development of a continuous pipeline of products. 

Á  

Cabinet approves amendment of the Public Premises (Eviction of 
Unauthorized Occupants) Act, 1971 
  

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for amendment in Section 2 and Section 3 of the 
Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized Occupants) Act, 1971 (PPE Act, 1971), by inserting 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ 
a new sub-section 3B below sub-section 3A of Section 3 of the Act. 
  

 
What you need to know? 
The amendment will facilitate smooth and speedy eviction of unauthorized occupants from 
government residences. The Amendment will enable the Estate officer to apply summary 
proceedings for evicting unauthorized occupants from residential accommodations allotted 
for a fixed tenure or for a period he/she holds office on the basis of an order of allotment on 
license basis, as non-vacation of such residences leads to unavailability of houses to new 
incumbents. 
Á As a consequence to these amendments, Government of India can now ensure that the 

unauthorized occupants are evicted from government residence in a speedy and 
smooth manner and the vacated accommodations are made available to eligible Govt. 
employees thus reducing the waiting period. 

Á The beneficiaries include the employees of the Central Government offices who are 
eligible for General Pool Residential Accommodation (GPRA) and waiting for the 
maturity of their turn. 
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Background 
The Government of India has to evict unauthorized occupants from Government 
accommodations under the provisions of PPE Act, 1971. However, the eviction proceedings 
take unusually long time, thereby reducing the availability of govt. accommodations to new 
incumbents. 
  

Cabinet approves Pan-India implementation of Maternity Benefit 
Program 
  

The Union Cabinet has given ex-post facto approval to Pan-India implementation of 
Maternity Benefit Program which now has been extended to all districts of the country. 
Á The total cost of the proposal for the period from 01.01.2017 to 31.03.2020 including 

Central and State Government share is Rs.12,661crore. 
  

What you need to know about the Maternity Benefit Program? 
The Maternity Benefit Program will provide compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash 
incentives so that the women can take adequate rest before and after delivery and not be 
deprived of proper nutrition. 
It is a centrally sponsored scheme and the cost sharing between Centre and states is 60:40 
for all the states and union territories (with legislature), 90:10 for NER and Himalayan States 
and 100% Centre share for union territories without legislatures. 
  

Objective of the Scheme 
Á To provide partial compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash incentives so that 

the woman can take adequate rest before and after delivery of the first living child. 
Á The cash incentives provided would lead to improved health seeking behaviour 

amongst the Pregnant Women and Lactating Mother (PW&LM) to reduce the effects of 
under-nutrition namely stunting, wasting and other related problems. 

  

Target Group 
All eligible Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM), excluding the Pregnant 
Women and Lactating Mothers who are in regular employment with the Central 
Government or State Government or Public Sector Undertakings or those who are in receipt 
of similar benefits under any law for the time being. It has been decided to give the benefit 
of Rs.5000/- to PW&LM in three installment for the birth of the first live child by MWCD and 
the remaining cash incentive as per approved norms towards Maternity Benefit under 
existing programmes after institutional delivery so that on an average, a woman will get 
6000/-. 

  

Significance of this scheme 
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LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ 
undernourished and every second woman is anaemic, government statistics show. An 
undernourished woman would likely give birth to a low-weight baby. As per the UN 
Millennium Development Goals Report 2014, India recorded the highest number of 
maternal deaths in the preceding year, and accounted for 17% of global deaths due to 
pregnancy- and childbirth-related complications (some 50,000 of 2.89 lakh such deaths 
worldwide). 
Less than 40% of births in India are institutional deliveries. Data from the Registrar General 
of India, Sample Registration System (RGI-SRS) show a recent decline in Maternal Mortality 
Ratios (MMR) τ from 212 per 100,000 live births in 2007-09 to 167 per 100,000 live births 
in 2011-13 τ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǎǘƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ LƴŦŀƴǘ aƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ wŀǘŜ ƛǎ пл ǇŜǊ мΣллл ƭƛǾŜ 
births, according to SRS 2011-13. 
 

 New curbs on cattle slaughter 
 In a surprise gazette notification, the environment ministry has banned cattle slaughter and 

introduced restrictions on the sale of cattle to prevent their killing. A gazette 
notification, titled Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of Livestock Markets) Rules, 
2017 by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change states that no one can 
bring cattle to an animal market unless he or she has furnished a written declaration that 
the cattle will not be sold for the purpose of slaulghter. Further, upon sale of cattle, the 
animal market committee ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ άǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
purposes and not for slaughter. 

 Key highlights 

Á The Rule applies to the whole of India, except the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Á Cattle cannot be brought to an animal market for sale for slaughter. 
Á Animal Market consists of: Marketplaces where animals are brought from other places 

for sale or auction. It includes animal fairs, or areas adjoining a market or a 
slaughterhouse. 

Á Cattle as defined: A bovine animal including bulls, bullocks, cows, buffalos, steers, 
heifers and calves and includes camels. 

Á All existing animal markets will have to be registered within three months with the 
District Animal Market Monitoring Committee by making an application to the 
Committee. 

Á Cruel and harmful practices have been prohibited for animals including, painting of 
horns, ear cutting buffaloes, making animals lay on hard ground without proper 
bedding. 

Á Purchaser of cattle cannot sell animal for slaughter or sacrifice the animal for religious 
purposes. 

Á The rule mandates the appointment of Veterinary inspectors who shall screen the 
animals before they enter the market. The inspector shall also check whether animals 
are being transported in trucks which are authorised by law to carry animals. 

Á The new rules apply only to animal markets and not to individual cattle buying and 
selling by people. 
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